Pastor, St. Joseph & Pastor, Nativity:
Fr. Timothy J. O’Connor

Business Manager, St. Joseph:
Sharon Angell

Business Manager, Nativity
Music Director, Nativity:
Ed Klimczak

Office Manager, St. Joseph:
Kathy Flynn

Worship and Liturgy Coordinator,
St. Joseph:
Christina Dupre

Assistant Music Director, and Funeral
and Wedding Coordinator, St. Joseph:
Joy Rivera

Principal, St. Joseph School
and PSR Coordinator:
Amy Makruski

Operations Manager, St. Joseph:
Bob Kenska

Director of Youth Activities
Joshua Gonzalez
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July 12, 2026
The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFICE: 440-988-2848
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

NATIVITY BVM PARISH OFFICE: 440-986-7011
ST. JOSEPH PARISH WEBSITE: stjosephamherst.com

ST. JOSEPH PARISH ADDRESS: 200 St. Joseph Dr., Amherst, OH 44001
NATIVITY BVM PARISH: 333 S Lake St., South Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 767, Amherst, OH 44001

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL OFFICE: 440-988-4244
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.sjsamherst.org

Mass:

Monday, Friday 9:00 A.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Tuesday 8:00 A.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Thursday 7:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday Vigil 4:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday 5:30 P.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Sunday 8:30 A.M., 11:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish

The 11:00 A.M. Mass will be livestreamed.
The link can be found on our website: www.stjosephamherst.com

Confession at St. Joseph Parish:
Thursday - Individual Reconciliation 7:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Saturday - Individual Reconciliation 11:00 A.M. - Noon




ST. JOSEPH PARISH
AND NATIVITY OF THE BVM PARISH

July 12, 2026

Liturgy Schedule

MONDAY, JULY 13th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
9:00 a.m. Donna Kuczynski (Bonnie Hockman)
TUESDAY, JULY 14th — Mass at Nativity Parish
8:00 a.m. Dennis Stock (Family)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th — No Mass
THURSDAY, JULY 16th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
7:00 p.m. Edward Szabo (Maria Mrosek)
Confessions to follow Mass until 8:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 17th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
9:00 a.m. Miguel Navarro (Lucy Morell)
SATURDAY, JULY 18th
11:00 a.m. Confessions at St. Joseph Parish
4:00 p.m. Dan Pleban (Wife, Joan)
Mass at St. Joseph Parish
5:30 p.m. Morgan Stock (Dennis and Jean Stock)
Mass at Nativity Parish
SUNDAY, JULY 19th — Masses at St. Joseph Parish
8:30 am. Rick and Kathy Dawson
(Pam, Peggy, and Gary)
11:00 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of
the O’Neill Family (Julie Coughlin)
5:00 p.m. People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parishes

Daily Readings

MONDAY, JULY 13th — Weekday
Saint Henry
Is 1:10-17 / Mt 10:34 — 11:1
TUESDAY, JULY 14th
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
Is 7:1-9 / Mt 11:20-24
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th
St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16 / Mt 11:25-27
THURSDAY, JULY 16th — Weekday
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 / Mt 11:28-30
FRIDAY, JULY 17th — Weekday
Is 38:1-6,21-22, 7-8 / Mt 12:1-8
SATURDAY, JULY 18th
Vigil: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
SUNDAY, JULY 19th
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Activity Schedule

MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (NBVM)
TUESDAY, JULY 14th
9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga Flow Classes
(Mill Hollow Amphitheater)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th
6:30 p.m.  Sacred Sisters Meeting
(O.S.E. Community Center)
THURSDAY, JULY 16th
9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga Flow Classes
(Mill Hollow Amphitheater)
SUNDAY, JULY 19th
6:00 p.m.  Holy Ground Youth Group Session (School Gym)
Please join us for the 5:00 p.m. Mass prior to
the Session

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
St. Joseph Parish — June 28, 2026
Sunday Offertory $12,177.22
Children’s Offertory $ 2.00
Maintenance Fund $  350.00
Tuition Assistance $ 1.00
Peter’s Pence $ 210.00
Home Missions $ 5.00
E-Giving — June 23-29, 2026
Eoffering — Sunday Offertory $ 3,084.78
Eoffering — Christmas $ 24.70
Eoffering — Vincentians $ 24.70
Eoffering — Tuition Assistance $§ 100.00
Nativity Parish — June 21, 2026
Sunday Offertory $ 1,868.00
Landscape $ 105.00
Nativity Parish — June 28, 2026
Sunday Offertory $ 2,338.00
Ascension $  50.00
Landscape $  50.00
Peter’s Pence $  75.00
Maintenance and Upkeep $ 1,565.00

ST. JOSEPH MASS LIVESTREAMED
To view our 11:00 a.m. Mass for the homebound,
visit our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@sjandnbvmmedia8044/streams
Or you can use the button on our website:
https:stjosephamherst.com/

To be added to St. Joseph and Nativity’s weekly emails, simply text SJPA to 84576. We typically

send only emails and respect your privacy; text messages will be sent only for urgent situations.




The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

HOLY GROUND YOUTH GROUP

The Holy Ground Youth Group will meet on July 12th, 19th and
26th. All 7th-12th Graders are welcome. We love to have you
join us for the 5:00 p.m. Mass. Youth Group Sessions start at
6:00 p.m. in the school gym. For more information or questions,
contact Josh at 440-650-7554 or email him at charles.j.gonzo@
gmail.com.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD TODAY

St. Joseph School is committed to integrating
the Catholic faith and culture to help students
develop into mature, Christian persons, whose
lives are modeled on Christ and His Gospel
message. Check out our St. Joseph Parish
School and register your child for the 2026-2027
academic year. Registration is now open, visit our website for
details at www.stjosephamherst.com. Registration forms can
be found on the admissions page of the school website. If you
would like to tour the school, call the school office at 440-988-
4244. They will be checking the voicemail periodically during
the summer break.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VOLUNTEER SIGN-UPS

Many volunteers are needed in order to have a successful VBS
experience for all of our participants. Adult, Teen, and Youth
volunteers are needed and encouraged to sign up.

Youth entering 5th grade and up are able to volunteer. There
are many ways to volunteer, even if you are only available for
just one day of VBS or if you can just help with the setup or
teardown. Volunteers over 18 must have completed the VIRTUS
Training Program for the safety and protection of God’s children.
VBS starts Monday, July 20th-Friday, July 24th, from 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. To volunteer, contact Joy Rivera at Joyrivera@
stjosephamherst.com or 440-396-7568.

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
FOR NATIVITY PARISH

If you or someone you know — whether a friend, family member,
or acquaintance — is a member of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in South Amherst and would like to receive Holy
Communion at home, please contact Lynn Johnson at 440-752-
6519 or Wendy Rosso at 440-986-0304, so that we are able to
meet the needs of the homebound.
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St. Joseph Summer Care

175 St. Joseph Drive
Ambherst, OH 44001
(440)665-8378 or (440)988-4244
Email: extended.preschool@sjs-amherst.org

Hours: 7:00 am to 5:30 pm
Ages: 4-12
Dates Open: June 8th - August 19th, 2026
Closed: Friday, July 3, 2026
Registration Fee
$40.00 per family
(billed through Facts Management)
Rates
$10.00 per hour or $300 per week (1 child)
$15.00 per hour or $450 per week (2 children)
$20.00 per hour or $600 per week (3 children)
(Late pick-up will be charged an additional $5.00 every
ten minutes after 5:30pm.)
Various fun, educational and entertaining activities
scheduled everyday, including Field Trips around
Downtown Amherst!

LORAIN PALACE THEATRE PRESENTS
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Through the Sacrament of Baptism
St. Joseph Parish welcomes

Veronica Joan Haney
Child of Meredith Haney
and
Katherine Josephine Jones
Child of William Jones and Holly Lamb

into the fullness of our parish community and we congratulate
their parents.

May the Lord walk closely with you in your journey and
may He guide your parents in this very important and
challenging role they play in your life.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

In the charity of your prayers,
We commend to God:

Rev. Dennis R. O’Grady
Richard Johnson
Michael Gronsky

Tillie Sroka

We pray for their families and the families of all our deceased
relatives and friends that they may enjoy eternal peace with
our Risen Christ.

Let us also remember to pray for those confined to hospitals
and nursing homes, the homebound, and their caregivers,
our sons and daughters in the military, those dealing with
mental illness and addictions, the homeless and those who
have no one to pray for them.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS

If you are 70% or older, you may be able to make a gift of a
Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA that will help
us in our ministry and reduce your taxable income. Talk to your
advisors or IRA administrator for more information and to be
sure that your IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution gift is made
directly from an IRA to a qualified charity such as our parishes.
Questions? St. Joseph Parishioners contact Sharon Angell in our
Parish Office at 440-988-2848, ext. 206. Nativity B.V.M. Parish
parishioners contact Ed Klimczak at 440-320-3508 or parishioners
from both parishes are welcome to contact Moira Wopershall of
the Catholic Community Foundation at 216-696-6525, ext. 8070
or visit www.catholiccommunity.org/ira.

Congratulations to the SJS Grade

Class of 2026!

We wish you the best of luck and
many blessings as you begin your
high school journey.

Lilly Adams

Eliza Cardina

Kylie Dittmer
Lindsey Evans
Patrick Gendics
Gillian Giacobbe
Brooklyn Hardwick
Jude Hasel

Jackson Hazelgrove-D’onofrio
Aubree Holbrook
Emmarose Kliemann
Sophia Kliemann
Grant Linnell

Avery Makruski
Gunner Perkins
Layla Vendlinski
Hunter Waller
Mason West

Elyria Catholic High School
Elyria Catholic High School
Elyria Catholic High School
Magnificat High School
Padua Franciscan High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Marion L. Steele High School
St. Edward High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Elyria Catholic High School
Marion L. Steele High School
St. Edward High School
Marion L. Steele High School
Undecided

St. Edward High School
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MEMBERSHIP

We Welcome New Members to both our Parish Families! Newcomers are invited to register at either Parish
soon after arrival. Registration Forms may be filled out at either office or by phone with one of the staff
members. Please advise your Parish Office of any moving plans, change of address, or telephone numbers, email
addresses, and/or marital status.

St. Joseph Parish’s and Nativity B.V.M. Parish’s purpose is to preach the Gospel and minister to the needs of the
person within the territory of our parishes. To be an active member of St. Joseph Parish and Nativity B.V.M.
Parish is to share in and to be part of parish life. This includes:

1) Being registered in St. Joseph Parish or Nativity B.V.M. Parish.

2) Faithful participation at Mass on Sunday and Holy Days.

3) Supporting your parish in the areas of time, treasure, and talents.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

Baptism: Parents must be active in either St. Joseph Parish or Nativity B.V.M. Parish and attend the required
Baptismal Preparation Class in our co-op program with surrounding parishes. The class is offered every month
at one of our area churches. Please contact St. Joseph Parish Office to schedule the Baptism and for additional
location sites for the classes as they do rotate monthly.

NOTE: A Letter of Eligibility (Sponsor Letter/Certificate) to act as a sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism
and/or the Sacrament of Confirmation can only be issued to registered and participating parishioners. You must
be at least 16 years of age and actively practicing in the Catholic Faith. You must have received the Sacraments
of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation and if married, the marriage must be valid in accordance with the
Catholic Church.

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: Our Parish School, as well as our Parish School of
Religion (PSR) classrooms, use a program called “Blessed,” to prepare the children (2™ graders) for the
Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Parent participation in the process is required,
and all parents are expected to attend the parent sessions for both First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.
You are the first teachers of your children’s Faith and these sessions are meant to help you teach your child about
these very important Sacraments. More information regarding Sacramental formation can be found on our website

www.stjosephambherst.com.

Confirmation: Our Confirmation Program involves parental involvement as well as sponsor involvement in
order for the Sacrament to have meaning to your child. It is a two-year preparation program for grades 7 and 8 at
St. Joseph Parish School as well as for our Parish School of Religion (PSR) students. More information about the
program can be found on our website www.stjosephamherst.com.

Marriage: Diocesan policy requires a six-month period of preparation before marriage. Any couple wishing to
be married at St. Joseph or Nativity Parish should contact Fr. Tim O’Connor before any date can be finalized.
Attendance at one of the pre-marriage preparation programs and a compatibility evaluation are required. Please
call the Parish Office for further information.

Anointing of the Sick: Please call for this sacramental anointing before the situation becomes too critical. If
you have prearranged surgery and would like to be strengthened by this sacramental anointing of the Church,
please call Fr. Tim O’Connor to arrange a time convenient to you (even possibly after one of the Masses).

Hospital Visits: Please notify St. Joseph Parish or Nativity B.V.M. Parish staff to request visitation. Under the
HIPAA confidentiality law, hospitals are no longer permitted to notify parishes of a parishioner’s admittance.

Holy Orders: Interested in either the; Priesthood, Diaconate, Sisterhood, or Religious Life? Please consider
serving the Church as a priest, deacon, religious sister or brother. For more information, contact Fr. Tim O’Connor
or you may also visit the Cleveland Diocese Vocations website.
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CATHOLIC RENEWAL MINISTRIES ANNUAL
CHARISMATIC CONFERENCE

All are invited to attend Catholic Renewal Ministries’ 43rd
Annual Charismatic Conference to be held on Saturday,
July 25, 2026, at St. Albert the Great Parish Life Center, 6667
Wallings Road, North Royalton 44133. This year’s theme is “Be
Renewed in the Power of the Holy Spirit.” Guest speakers will be
Dr. Monica Richards, a missionary with Damascus in Columbus,
who has developed a love for presenting the Gospel of freedom
and dignity in an engaging and entertaining way; Fr. John Gordon,
a dynamic preacher and evangelist and a priest of the Archdiocese
of Newark, who is a council member of Pentecost Today USA; and
Fr. Bob Franco, the Bishop’s Liaison for Charismatic Renewal in
the Cleveland Diocese and pastor of St. Peter and St. Julie Billiart
Parishes in North Ridgeville. Auxiliary Bishop Michael G. Woost
will be the celebrant for the Vigil Mass, and Matt Fafrak will lead
us in contemporary praise music throughout the day and evening.
Visit the CRM website: www.crmweb.org or call 440-944-9445
for more information. Advance registration postmarked by
Wednesday, July 15th, is $40.00, and at the door $50.00. Come,
as we praise and exalt Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SAINT CARLO INSTITUTE
SUMMER SESSION

This session is for all who work with youth in grades 6-12. The
session will be from Monday, August 3-Thursday, August 6 at
the Center for Pastoral Leadership, Wickliffe.

This four-day, three-night experience of formation includes
classes, ministry workshops, off-campus excursions, daily Mass,
and more. To find class and workshop details and to register, visit
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/offices/parish-life/youth-
ministry/saint-carlo-institute.

WEST-SIDE WEDNESDAYS
YOUNG ADULT SUMMER SERIES

This summer, Theology on Tap West is taking a brief break from its

regular monthly gatherings — but the mission continues! Join young

adults across Cleveland’s west side for West-Side Wednesdays. Each

evening begins with Mass at a different parish, followed by dinner at a

local restaurant. It’s a simple way to stay connected, meet new people,

and continue growing in faith throughout the summer months. All

young adults are welcome.

e July 29, 6:00 p.m. — Mass at Our Lady of Angels (Kamms Corner)
followed by dinner at PJ Mclntyre’s

*  August 26, 6:00 p.m. — Mass at St. John Cantius (Tremont)
followed by dinner at Barrio

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS WEST

For Adults 40 & Over
Join us Monday, July 13
Westside Irish American Club
8559 Jennings Road, Olmsted Twp.
Angels in the Bible

The Bible is filled with scenes of angelic beings employed to help God
accomplish His will. Fr. George Smiga, STD, & author of several
books including, “Angels in the Bible,” will offer a brief overview of
angels in Scripture and explore several lesser-known biblical stories in
which they play a central role. Because angels are mediators of God’s
action, studying angels is studying God.
Cost is $15.00 per person which includes light appetizers and
refreshments. Cash Bar is also available. Advance tickets highly
recommended for catering purposes. Register in advance: www.
theologyontherockswest.com. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., Program
begins at 7:00 p.m.

THE FEST 2026 - AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!!!

You can bring your kids and grandkids to an amazing concert with the best music and songs on Saturday, August 15, 2026 at ForeFront
Field in Avon, OH. The FEST is blessed to welcome national Christian artists: Riley Clemmons, Matt Maher, and Cain to the stage for an
incredible day of music, song, family activities and events. The FEST is much more than a concert. For 25 years, it’s been an inspiring day
of faith, family and fun. Come for the music, and stay for the Kid’s Adventure Zone, a special Women’s area of displays, opportunities for
prayer, Adoration and Confession. It’s a mini family retreat. Check out all the details at: www.theFEST.us. Tickets are limited and available
now for $10.00 each. There’s plenty of free parking and the best people. Join us for The FEST on Saturday, August 15.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

Ronald E. Kopco

| CPA

America Counts on CPAs
934-3000
5336 Meadow Lane Ct.
Sheffield Village
rkopco@kopco.com

THANK YOU

This bulletin is furnished to the parish without charge.
The advertisements that appear completely defray all
publishing costs, which would otherwise burden the parish.
Please patronize these sponsors
as a thank-you for their kind generosity.
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Gary Dodson

Parishioner

Diggers of Ohio LLC
Dan & Steph Hyster

507 W. Main St.
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Real Estate Services

Lifelong Amherst Resident

440-320-6464

GaryDodson@HowardHanna.com

195 Cleveland Ave.

984-2468

Darrell & Denise McCarty
Parishioners
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440-986- 8028
Fax: 440-986-2063

SELL YOUR HOME FOR LESS!

Ask Us About Our
Seller-Assist Programs!
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Fisher Custom AV

419-668-5131 38 Cline St. Norwalk

AUTO MALL

www.FisherCustomAV.com EVRIAST vMN GvicC
At Need - Pre Need Funeral & Matt Reichert - Parishioner ELYRIA FORD muwncie  BUICK GMC

Home Theater « Whole Home Audio
Custom AV Installations « Camera & Security
WiFi & Network ¢« Outdoor Entertainment

Cremation Services 440-366-3673 440-366-6446

Nick Abraham & Mike Abraham - Parishioners
www.BuyAbraham.com

DOVIN AND
REBER JONES

FUNERAL & CREMATION
CENTER

PAMELA REBER JONES
BILL JONES
PARISHIONERS

1110 Cooper Foster Park Rd.

985-2100

www.dovinreberjones.com

COMPLETE THE NN, HEMPEL
A PAINTING Pl | R
PAINTING WITH PRECISION FREE ESTIMATES e TREE TRIMMING ) 988-4451

TREE REMOVAL e FULLY INSURED
Supporting Our Local
Communities Since 2000

440-985-2676

(440) 935-6694
GoCompletePainting.com

ﬂPAJER PRO PAINTINGY

& EXTERIOR
*“ 3 ,NTEELLY INSURED

440-281-5930

www.hempelfuneralhome.com
Serving the families of
Nativity since 1963

Parish Meer 9-4 124
PLUMBING
HEATING

COOLING
éfam'ng Losain ?aumy/&z Oves SO ymw

AMHERST ELYRIA

440-986-8507 440-323-6120

0090 /.

FIXZIT
MAN

PLUMBING HEATIN
AIR CONDITIONIN

10% OFF REPAIR SERVICE
440-244-5584 « www.raymondplumbing.com

oy Open
L\
ZRown @ week

CHINESE RESTAURANT
2292 Kresge Dr. »« Amherst
440-960-2299

Parishioner

G
G

1
|
|
|
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~ |

Fraley &

Fox

ConsTrRUCTION, INC.
General Contractor - Since 1989

Residential Remodeling
Interior/Exterior
Additions/Garages

Jandasko
Insurance

440-245-6268 Compliments of We Design
Dr. & Mrs. P s
Auto-Owners D.R. Sison, Jr. | 988-7292
INSURANCE & Family e

Veterans’ Discount

SOLIMANS

-!. Dobag) deep

New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales
Contact Ross directly at 440-724-2250
Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS

LIGHTHOUSE

INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
Proud parishioner of

AUTO HOME

ZACH BRILL | © 440-984-3463

@ zach@lighthouseamherst.com

Family & General Dentistry

LIFE BUSINESS

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd.
West Lorain 44053

440-233-4155 *» navydds.com

[DCIE!HE]&EB
OR'ACEHARDWARE!

Since}1926;

Ross Staffeld
St. Joe's Parishioner and Fellow Knight
Abraham
Enterprises Inc.

GC - Snow Plowing
Tile Drainage « Concrete Work
Land Clearing « Power Washing

Painting/Epoxy Floor
Joseph Abraham
(440) 315-1174

Please Patronize Our Advertisers...To Place An Ad, Call 614-777-8700.
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