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1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12
Romans 8: 28-30
Matthew 13: 44-46 or Matthew 13: 44-52

	I would like to take a careful look with you today at the first of the Gospel parables that we just heard.  One writer [William Barclay] has entitled it, “All in the Day’s Work.”  This parable is only one verse long.  Let us listen to it again before we take it apart:
	Jesus said to His disciples:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again and, out of joy, goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” [Matthew 13: 44].

	Although this parable sounds strange to us, it sounded perfectly normal to people in Palestine in the days of Jesus.
	In the ancient world there were banks, but not banks that ordinary people could use.  Ordinary people used the ground as the safest place to keep their most cherished possessions.  As you remember in the parable of the talents, the worthless servant hid his one talent in the ground, lest he should lose it [Matthew 25: 25].
	Burying valuables was even more the case in a land where someone’s vegetable garden might, at any time, become a battlefield.  The battles that we see today in Palestine are part of a long-standing string of occurrences in one of the most fought-over areas in the world.  It was common for people to hide their valuables in the ground before they took flight, in the hope that one day they could return home and dig them up again.

	It is sometimes mistakenly assumed that, in this parable, Jesus is glorifying a man who was guilty of a dishonest practice in that he re-hid the treasure that he accidentally uncovered in someone else’s field, and then took steps to buy that land for himself.
	There are two things to be said about this.  First, although Palestine in the time of Jesus was under the Romans and Roman law, in ordinary day-to-day things, it was traditional Jewish law that was followed.  And in regard to hidden treasure, Jewish Rabbinic law was quite clear about which things found belong to the finder, and which things found require a search for the owner.  According to Jewish law, things found that now belong to the finder included scattered fruit and scattered money.  This sounds a lot like “Finders keepers.  Losers weepers.”  In the Jewish law of Jesus’ day, this man had a right to keep what he had found.
	Second, even apart from this, when we are dealing with parables, the other details of the story are not usually to be stressed.  The parable has one main point, and everything else is secondary. 

	There are two facets of this parable’s lesson.  One is that the man found the treasure, not so much by chance, but “All in the Day’s Work.”  And it is fair to assume that he must have been going about his daily work of tending this field with diligence and efficiency in order to uncover such a great buried treasure.
	This is a reminder that Jesus Christ is always with us.  His presence can be found in our daily work, when we do our work with diligence and awareness.
	Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection and his “Practice of the Presence of God” was recently recommended to us by Pope Leo XIV as an example for our own lives.  Lawrence was brother in a Carmelite monastery in seventeenth-century Paris.

For Brother Lawrence, life is meant to be a constant union and communion with God.  After all, is there ever a moment when we are not supposed to be in the presence of God?
As a Carmelite brother, Lawrence’s life moved to the rhythms of the monastery.  Rather than separating the roles of Mary and Martha, he practiced the “one thing necessary” (Luke 10: 42) in both the chapel and in the kitchen.  For him, it all flowed together.
Brother Lawrence reminds us, “For me the time of action does not differ from the time of prayer.  And in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are together calling for as many different things, I possess God in as great a tranquility in the kitchen as when I am upon my knees before the Blessed Sacrament.”

The presence of God can be found in our daily work too, when we do our work with diligence and awareness.

	The second facet of this parable’s lesson is that it is worth every sacrifice to inherit the treasured kingdom of God.  Now, what does it mean “to inherit the kingdom”?
	In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray:  “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  The kingdom of God is a state upon earth where God’s will is done as perfectly as it is in heaven.  Therefore, to inherit the kingdom is to embrace whatever it takes to do God’s will.
	As happened to the man who discovered the buried treasure, there may also be a flash of enlightenment as to what God’s will is for us.  To accept it may require giving up plans which are very dear to us.  Or to abandon habits in our lives which are difficult to give up.  In a word, to be willing to take up our cross each day and follow Jesus [cfr. Luke 9: 23].

	This parable teaches that it is absolutely worth giving up everything to accept and to do the will of God – and so to inherit the treasure of the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus said to His disciples:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again and, out of joy, goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” [Matthew 13: 44].
And with God’s grace, that treasure-search for the kingdom of heaven is “All in the Day’s Work.”
