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Death is an inevitable part of the human 
experience, yet it is accompanied 
by hardship and heartbreak. As 

Catholics, we may find comfort in the 
hope for eternal life as promised to us by 
Jesus Christ. While the Funeral Mass is a 
celebration, it can also come with pain for 
those whose loved ones have moved on to 
eternal life.

The Resurrection Choir serves the 
grieving by providing music and community 
at the funeral Mass, hoping to alleviate 
some of the heavy burden on the family. The 
choir sings hymns chosen by the deceased 
individual’s loved ones, providing all the 
music for the Mass. 

“It’s simple — no practice or anything,” 
says Jean Nossek, who coordinates the 
choir members. 

The choir serves both Nativity and 
St. Joseph Parishes. For over 30 years, 
Jean has been a dedicated member of the 
funeral choir, showing up to sing whenever 
her schedule allowed. She took over the 
coordination in more recent years, calling 
everyone on her list to notify them of the 
upcoming funeral. 

“Then those that can come will, that’s 
what we do,” she says. “I have 15 on my list.”

Jean, now 85 years old, is among 
several members who have been involved 
in the choir for many years. Since there 
are no rehearsals or outside preparations, 
they have found it to be a minimal time 
commitment that’s a simple way to give to 
the community. Jean typically sees between 
four and 10 members show up for each 
Mass — she also hopes to recruit new and 
younger members as the original members 
are getting older. 

“It’s not time-consuming at all — it is 
very easy,” she says. “Most of the songs, 
everyone knows them. There are some new 
ones, but it’s a very simple part of what we 
can do for the church.”

Many of the songs are older classic 
hymns, such as “How Great Thou Art,” “Be 
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School is out — there’s no more homework, school 
projects, or papers to be written. Cars headed to the 
beach are packed with towels, chairs, coolers, buckets, 

and shovels. Hammocks are hung in shady backyards for 
lazy afternoons filled with reading and relaxing.

Yes, summer has arrived with its slower pace and time 
to relax and take vacations. 

Even though we take vacations and enjoy the leisurely 
pace of the season, we need to remember that summer is 
not a time to take a vacation from God. In fact, summer can 
serve as the perfect opportunity to grow in our relationship 
with God, especially since most of us have considerably 
more free time.

So, instead of neglecting our faith due to busy days and 
late nights, why not try these simple steps to embrace God 
during your vacation?

Pray Behind the Wheel
As you begin your journey this summer, why not say a 

prayer as a family for safe travels? It’s the perfect chance to 
include God in your vacation and teach your children that you 
put your trust in His loving hands. A decade of the Rosary or a 
simple personal prayer for safety are both great options.

Summer Reading Program
Almost every family with children participates in a summer 

reading program – either a formal program from the school or 
local library, or a “Mom said I have to read during the summer or 
else” program. Either way, why not incorporate some religious 
books into the reading list? Learning about a favorite saint, 
learning how to better defend our faith if challenged, or prayerful 
reflection books are a great addition to any reading list.

Give Thanks for the Sun
Praise God for the sun, time off from school, and easy-

going days by dropping by the adoration chapel to say a 
quick prayer. Bring a journal or rosary along to help keep 
you focused. Little children can even bring a religious 
coloring book to give thanks to God on their own terms. Or, 
before heading to the pool, why not attend daily Mass with 
the kids? It’s a perfect way to start the day and set the tone 
that — vacation or not — God is still an important part of 
your family life.

Grill Out with God
Summer is the perfect time for grilling out. While 

preparing the meat, why not put on some Christian music to 
set the tone? Select hymns, Gospel music, or contemporary 
Christian music — whatever you enjoy — to incorporate 
your faith into feeding time. 

Don’t Take a Vacation from Mass
Often, while on a vacation away from our parish family, 

we are not familiar with where to attend Mass. Don’t let 
that be an obstacle for you. Check out www.masstimes.org 
to find out where and when to go to Mass. In addition, if 
you are lodging at a hotel, the concierge will assist you with 
directions or suggestions to the nearest Catholic Church.

So, enjoy the warmer temperatures and the relaxed 
atmosphere. Just don’t forget who provides the sun and 
the sand! And most importantly, remember to take God on 
vacation wherever you go!

Summer Doesn’t Mean a Vacation from God

http://www.masstimes.org
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The month of July places us firmly 
within Ordinary Time — a season 
that, at first glance, can seem quieter 

than the great celebrations of the Church 
year. After the richness of Easter and the 
movement of spring, these summer weeks 
can feel less structured. But Ordinary 
Time is anything but unimportant. In many 
ways, it is where the work of discipleship 
really takes place.

Without the focus on a single 
mystery, we are invited to live the 
fullness of our faith in the ordinary 
circumstances of daily life. This is where 
consistency matters. Week after week, 
we gather for Mass, we make time for 
prayer, and we try to live the Gospel in 
the responsibilities and relationships God 
has given us. These small, steady choices 

are what form us over time.
Every summer, it becomes a little 

easier to drift. Travel, changing schedules, 
and a different pace of life can gradually 
pull us away from the habits that keep us 
grounded. It usually doesn’t happen all 
at once. It starts small — a missed Mass 
while away, less time set aside for prayer 
— but over time it can create distance.

That is why this season calls for 
intentional faithfulness. Our relationship 
with God is not meant to depend on 
convenience. It is meant to remain steady 
in every season. The simple decision 
to stay committed — to attend Mass 
regularly, to maintain a life of prayer, and 
to remain connected to the parishes — 
becomes especially important now.

Stewardship is part of that faithfulness. 

When we recognize that everything we 
have is a gift from God, we begin to 
understand that our response must be 
consistent. Our time, our talents, and our 
resources are not offered only when it is 
easy. They are part of a way of life rooted 
in gratitude and trust.

As we continue through these summer 
weeks, let us recommit ourselves to the 
daily practice of our faith. It is in these 
ordinary moments that God does His quiet 
work in us, shaping us into the people He 
is calling us to be.

Gratefully in Christ,

Fr. Timothy J. O’Connor, 
Pastor

A Letter from Our Pastor

Dear Members of our Saint Joseph and Nativity Parish Families,

Faithfulness in Ordinary Time
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In our previous parish newsletters, we have 
been pleased to feature spiritual reflections 
from Fr. Nathan Frankart as he journeyed 

toward the priesthood. 
This May, our faith community joyfully 

celebrated his priestly ordination, with his 
ordination Mass taking place at the Cathedral on 
May 16, followed by the Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St. Joseph on May 17.

Congratulations to Fr. Nathan Frankart, a son 
of our parish, as he begins his priestly ministry!

continued on page 5

Celebrating the Ordination
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Emma Abraham is a class of 
2026 honors graduate of Elyria 
Catholic High School. Emma 
was an honor student all four 
years, was inducted into the 
National Honor Society, and 
served as an officer. She was 

a member of the Student Senate and received 
the Presidential Award. Emma volunteers for 
the United Way, CYO, and Blessing David 
House. This fall, Emma will be attending John 
Carroll University to major in Early Childhood 
Education. In her free time, she enjoys hanging 
out with friends, swimming, and reading. Emma 
is the daughter of Jennifer and Derek Abraham.

Hayden Baker is a class of 
2022 graduate from St. Joseph 
Parish School and now a 
very proud 2026 Honors 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While at Steele, 
Hayden was inducted into the 

National Honor Society, received the President’s 
award, and was a High Honors recipient all four 
years. Hayden participated in Marion Mentoring, 
NNDCC, SERVE, served over 140 volunteer 
hours, and played for three years on the girls’ 
soccer team. In her free time, Hayden enjoys 
hanging out with her friends and loves to read.  
She will be joining our Military forces and be 
with the U.S. Navy very soon. Hayden is the 
daughter of Robyn and Buddy Baker.  

River Barnes is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While at Steele, 
River played violin in the 
orchestra and was first chair. 
She was a member of the 
Gamers Club, a member 

of the Art Club, and won the Junior Class Art 
award. River earned Certificates of Completion 
for the Pre-Apprenticeship Program and for 
FLEXFACTOR. In her spare time, River enjoys 
crafting and making jewelry — she would love 
to do something with that for an occupation. 
This fall, River will be attending LCC, working 
towards an associate’s degree in business 

administration — Entrepreneurship program. 
River is the daughter of Kimberly Barnes.

Grace Bruewer is a class of 
2026 high honors graduate 
from Amherst Steele High 
School. She was inducted 
into the National Honor 
Society, where she served as 
Vice President of Community 

Service.  She was a member of MedTech program 
and volunteered with several organizations such 
as Good Knights, Teens in the Driver Seat, 
Wreaths Across America, VFW, and Blood 
Cancer United. Grace was a four-year varsity 
starter on the Amherst girls’ soccer team and was 
captain her senior year. She will be attending 
John Carroll University this fall, majoring in 
nursing, and will continue to play soccer. Grace 
is the daughter of Mike and Katy Bruewer, and 
sister to Emma.

Peytan Carpenter is a 
2026 graduate of Amherst 
Steele High School. While at 
Amherst, Peytan was captain 
of the varsity cheer sideline 
and traditional competition 
teams, a member of the state-

winning game day cheer team, and the first team 
All Southwestern Conference. She has cheered 
competitively since she was 5 years old and has 
volunteered many hours with the youth program. 
Peytan plans to continue her academic career at 
Ashland University, majoring in education, and 
hopes to become a high school math teacher. 
Peytan will also be a football sideline cheerleader 
and a member of the stunt team. Peytan is the 
daughter of Tobey and Regan Carpenter.

Audrey Crossan is a 2022 
graduate of St. Joseph’s 
Parish School and now a 
2026 graduate of St. Joseph 
Academy. During high school, 
she was actively involved in 
track for two years, where 

she built strong discipline, teamwork, and 
perseverance. Audrey also gained valuable 

work experience while working at Starbucks, 
developing excellent communication and 
customer service skills. Audrey was a student 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Joseph Academy 
and volunteered at Second Harvest, St. Joseph’s 
Avon Lake, and the Cleveland Food Bank. She 
is excited to begin the next chapter and looks 
forward to all of the opportunities ahead. Audrey 
will be attending the University of Kentucky 
this fall. She is the daughter of Michelle and 
Jake Crossan.

Sofia DiFilippo is a 2026 
honors graduate of Amherst 
Steele High School, where 
she earned an honors diploma 
and graduated with four-
year honors. Throughout 
her academic journey, Sofia 

has demonstrated a strong commitment to 
excellence, curiosity, and perseverance. This 
fall, Sofia will attend The Ohio State University, 
where she has been accepted into the prestigious 
Engineering Honors program. She plans to 
major in biomedical engineering, combining 
her passion for science, technology, and helping 
others to make a meaningful impact in the 
medical field. Sofia enjoys spending time with 
family and friends, serving her community, and 
embracing new challenges and opportunities for 
growth. Sofia is excited to begin this next chapter 
of her education and looks forward to exploring 
the many possibilities that lie ahead. Her family 
is incredibly proud of all she has accomplished 
and is excited to see where her talents, faith, and 
determination will lead in the future. Sofia is the 
daughter of Kim and Vince DiFilippo. 

Kellen Dimacchia is a 2026 
honors graduate of Amherst 
Steele High School. While 
at Steele, Kellen played 
basketball for three years and 
ran Track all four years. Kellen 
was a determined student and 

achieved honors for two years at Steele. Kellen 
completed the two-year MedTech training, and 
this fall he will be attending LCC for the EMT and 
Paramedic programs. Afterward, Kellen plans to 

Honoring the Class of 2026
Meet Our High School and College Graduates, 

and Our Postgraduate Students

continued on page 7
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attend the Ohio Fire Academy in Columbus for 
fire training. In his spare time, Kellen enjoys 
playing video games, watching sports, hanging 
out with friends, and playing golf. Kellen is the 
son of Wendy and Brandon Dimacchia.

 
Madeleine Doan is a 2026 
honors graduate from Amherst 
Steele High School. While 
at Steele, she participated in 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, National Honor 
Society, LEO Club, and 

Spanish Club.  She played volleyball and 
basketball, and volunteered at those summer 
camps, as well as helped with Sunday school. 
Madeleine will be attending The Ohio State 
University this fall and plans to major in 
sonography. She is the daughter of Tim and 
Nicole Coughlin. 

Makenna Dorobek is a 
proud 2026 honors graduate 
of Amherst Steele High 
School. While at Steele, 
Makenna was inducted into 
the National Honor Society, 
was a high honors recipient all 

four years, was awarded the Presidential award, 
and graduated in the top five percent of her class. 
Makenna played Varsity softball all four years. 
This fall, Makenna will be attending The Ohio 
State University to study business. Makenna is 
the daughter of Dr. Ann and Mr. Wally Dorobek.  

David Dudziak is a 2026 
Honors graduate of Amherst 
Steele High School. David 
graduated with high honors all 
four years, was inducted into 
the National Honor Society, 
played four years of varsity 

basketball, three years of varsity football, and 
received SWC Honors for both teams. David was 
third team All-Ohio for football and received the 
SWC Academic Award. David will be attending 
Ohio University and majoring in finance.   

Danielle Dudziak is a 2026 
graduate Summa Cum Laude 
with a BS in elementary 
education from the University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
Dani competed on the 

women’s gymnastics team all four years and 
was a member of the SAAC (Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee). Jeff and Marcia Dudziak 
are the proud parents of both David and Danielle. 

Danielle Dury is a 2026 
honors graduate of Amherst 
Steele High School. While 
at Steele, she was a four-year 
varsity volleyball player, 
president and social media 
chair for Best Buddies, was 

inducted into the National Honor Society, Link 
Crew, and Steele News Live. Dani enjoyed 
helping with the Unified Games and Special 
Olympics. Danielle will continue her academic 
and volleyball career at Buffalo State University, 
majoring in sports broadcasting and social media. 
Dani is the daughter of David and Gina Dury.

Nicole Ferguson is a 2026 
honors graduate of Elyria 
Catholic High School. While at 
EC, Nicole became a member 
of the National Honor Society, 
as well as an EC Ambassador 
and a member of the Living 

Stations of the Cross. Nicole is an Extraordinary 
Eucharistic Minister certified at both EC and 
St. Joseph Parish, where her faith journey began 
in preschool and continued with PSR through the 
eighth grade. Being a part of the St. Joe’s family 
has brought her closer not only to her community 
but, more importantly, to God. Nicole’s plans are 
to attend Walsh University in the fall, majoring 
in biology pre-med and being a Blouin Scholar.  
She will also be continuing her athletic career 
playing on the women’s golf team. Nicole is the 
daughter of Jim and Laverne Ferguson. 

Alexzander Hopkins is a 
class of 2026 honors graduate 
of Amherst Steele High 
School. During his four years 
at Steele, Alexzander was 
a dedicated member of the 
Amherst Comets Baseball 

program, where he developed strong leadership, 
teamwork, and perseverance both on and off 
the field. A lifelong member of our parish 
community, Alexzander faithfully served as an 
altar server alongside his siblings for many years, 
and through this ministry, he has demonstrated 
a commitment to serving others and growing in 

his faith. This fall, Alexzander will attend LCCC, 
where he plans to study sports management while 
continuing his baseball career as a member of the 
LCC Commodores baseball team. In his free 
time, Zander enjoys spending time with friends 
and family, staying active through sports and 
exercise, and giving back to his community. He 
hopes to build a career in the sports industry while 
continuing to pursue his passion for baseball. We 
congratulate Alexzander on his accomplishments 
and wish him God’s blessing as he begins this 
exciting new chapter. Alexzander is the son of 
Justin and Sylvia Hopkins.  

Audrey Ilcisko attended 
St. Joseph Parish School from 
preschool through eighth 
grade, graduating with the 
class of 2022. She is now 
a proud honors graduate of 
Marion L. Steele’s class of 

2026. Audrey is very kind and hardworking, 
and loves running, science, art, and traveling.  
While attending Steele, Audrey participated in 
four years of cross country and track and field, 
where she had so much fun and met many great 
friends. She enjoyed participating in St. Joseph’s 
Holy Ground youth group and volunteering with 
the Eco League, Leo Club, Second Harvest Food 
Bank, and Blood Cancer United. She earned 
the Presidential Award, four-year High Honors 
Academic Award, Scholar-Athlete Awards, and 
was inducted into the National Honor Society.  
Audrey would like to thank all of her teachers, 
Fr. Tim, and the parishioners of St. Joseph’s for 
their prayers and kindness. In the fall, she will be 
attending Miami University in Oxford to study 
biomedical and environmental engineering.  
Audrey is the daughter of Rick and Sandy Ilcisko 
and is big sis to Leah and Nathan.    

Kameron Kadow is a class 
of 2026 honors graduate of 
Amherst Steele High School. 
While at Steele, he played 
soccer all four years and was 
captain for two consecutive 
years. Kameron has played 

club soccer year-round since the fourth grade. 
Kameron was inducted into the National Honor 
Society. This fall, Kameron is headed to Miami 
University in Oxford to study business finance. In 
his free time, Kam enjoys fitness and travel, and 

continued on page 8
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he is currently employed at Lowe’s. Kameron is 
the son of Robert and Jennifer Kadow.

Nadia Kelly is a 2026 honors 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While at Steele, 
Nadia participated in the choir, 
Tri-M Music Honor Society, 
MLS Theatre Troupe 1422, 
and the Amherst Marching 

Comets Color Guard. Nadia was inducted into the 
National Honor Society. She has also volunteered 
countless hours with Sandstone Summer Theatre. 
This fall, Nadia will be attending the University 
of Cincinnati for secondary education, with a 
focus on history. She will also continue pursuing 
musical theatre opportunities. Nadia is the 
daughter of SaraBeth and Kevin Kelly. 

Michael Korbel is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. Michael has 
been a very active guy playing 
soccer and baseball with the 
Amherst Comets and Rec 
Leagues since the age of 3. 

Michael has also been active and involved with 
the Boy Scouts Troop 428 since a very young age 
and has earned the highest honor of Eagle Scout. 
In his spare time, he enjoys bowling, fishing, and 
playing golf. This fall, Michael plans to attend 
LCC and study real estate. Michael is the son of 
Audrey and Eric Korbel. 

Annabella Maureen 
Kubasak is a 2026 honors 
graduate from Amherst Steele 
High School and a member of 
the National Honor Society. 
Bella participated in dancing 
for 16 years, is on the Jillian 

Rian Dance School competition dance team, 
has been a youth cast member of North Pointe 
Ballet for nine years, and performed in the annual 
Nutcracker and spring shows. Annabella has 
volunteered as a peer model with A Chance to 
Dance and a student teacher at JRDS. Annabella is 
a Scottish Highland dancer for the Lochaber Pipe 
Band and has competed in the Scottish Games 
in different cities and performed at events. This 
June, she was in the Lorain International Princes 
pageant, honoring her Scottish heritage. This 
fall, Annabella will be attending John Carroll 

University and majoring in marketing in the 
Boler College of Business — she will also have a 
minor in exercise science. Annabella would like 
to pursue a career in pharmaceutical sales as a 
rep for new medications and technology — she 
is very excited about her career path! Bella is the 
daughter of Denise and Todd Kubasak. 

Bryce Means is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. During his 
years at Steele, Bryce was 
a multiple recipient of High 
Honor Roll awards, he 
managed the freshman boys’ 

basketball team, and was a member of the 
SERVE  Program, which does volunteer work all 
over the city of Amherst — he was assigned to 
help at Nord Middle School and recently worked 
with Main Street Amherst. In his spare time, 
Bryce enjoys watching professional sports and is 
a big Cleveland sports fan! This fall, he will be 
attending LCC to study sports broadcasting or a 
sports industry-related field. Bryce is the son of 
Amanda and Douglas Means.  

Alex Meecha is a 2026 honors 
graduate of Elyria Catholic 
High School. While at EC, 
Alex was an ambassador, 
participated on the golf and 
lacrosse teams all four years, 
and was on the swim team 

for two years. Alex was also the captain of the 
golf team. He volunteered for various service 
organizations throughout his years at EC and 
has worked at Strip Steakhouse for the past 
three years. This fall, Alex will be attending the 
University of Cincinnati to pursue a business 
degree. Alex is the son of Christina and Michael 
Meecha, and he’s a great big brother to Sam!  

Jordan Miller is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While at Steele, 
Jordan also attended classes to 
further his education at LCC. 
Jordan spent his senior year 
playing on the varsity golf 

team and working at the Oberlin golf course. 
This fall, Jordan will be attending the University 
of Cincinnati and majoring in business finance. 
Jordan is the son of Kelly and Joseph Miller. 

Dillon Nekich is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. Dillon has 
been at LCJVS for his junior 
and senior years, taking 
classes for Allied Health. He 
has done several volunteer 

experiences at MetroHealth, Mercy Health, UH, 
and Welcome Nursing Home. This fall, Dillon 
will be in the nursing program at LCC — he was 
also studying there through the CCP Program 
while in high school, and he received the Joann 
Manley Scholarship for nursing. During his 
freshman year, Dillon was a member of the boys’ 
basketball team. In his free time, Dillon stays 
busy with his lawn care business, which he has 
had for the last six years. Dillon is the son of Lori 
and Chris Nekich.

Paige Nolan is a 2026 
Graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While at Steele, 
Paige participated in the girls’ 
softball and tennis teams for 
her freshman and sophomore 
years, and then in her junior 

year, she decided to further her education and 
began taking classes at LCC, earning 20 college 
credits while maintaining her dedication to 
academics and her future goals. Paige worked 
at Lost Nation teaching soccer to little kids, 
and also babysits. She enjoys going to concerts, 
playing golf and tennis, going for walks, and 
going to the beach. Paige was awarded the 
Trustee Scholarship, as well as the Presidential 
Scholarship, to attend LCCC, where she will 
study business and marketing. After completing 
her studies at LCC, Paige plans to continue her 
education at The Ohio State University. Paige is 
the daughter of Amanda Skiddle Huddleston and 
Chris Huddleston. 

Gabriel Patawaran is a 2026 
graduate of Lorain County 
JVS and recently received 
his certification in CNC 
machining and has accepted 
a full-time position at Shiloh 
Industries in Wellington. In his 

spare time, Gabe enjoys roller skating and is a 
two-time U.S. Silver Medalist, where he travels 
cross-country competing. Gabriel is the son of 
Hannah and Michael Patawaran.
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Resurrection Choir  continued from front cover

Not Afraid,” and so on. The list can vary depending on the 
family’s wishes, but generally, the songs are well-known by 
our community. Jean says the family is always grateful to 
the choir for their service. 

“I think it’s very comforting if nothing else,” she 
says. “I think if anyone is looking for something that isn’t 
demanding, this would be the one to do. Everyone knows 
the songs, and there’s no practice. It’s an hour, that’s all it 
is. It’s wonderful stewardship.”

While the members are serving our community, they also 
receive blessings in turn. The members have an opportunity 
to attend Mass, hear the readings, and receive Communion. 
While it is often a sad occasion, they are providing comfort 
and doing something for the family. This, says Jean, is a 
satisfying and rewarding experience. 

When Jean’s husband passed away earlier this year, 
she was blessed by the choir showing up and singing at the 

Mass. Some of the members have also become close friends. 
“It was very comforting, so many showed up to sing,” 

she says. “It just means a lot to all the families, especially 
if you have a smaller funeral. It’s just wonderful to have 
someone sing for them, sing the songs they have chosen. 
You can walk away knowing you did something good.”

For more information or to get involved, contact Jean Nossek at 440-315-2321.

Honoring the Class of 2026  continued from page 8

Capri Poulton is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. Capri also 
attended LCJVS during 
her senior year and was in 
the TEE program (Teacher 
Education Exploration). 

Capri really enjoyed her time at JVS, and she 
discovered her passion for teaching. Capri will 
be attending BGSU Firelands campus this fall for 
early childhood education. Her dream is to teach 
fourth grade when she graduates from college. 
Capri also enjoys boating, camping, reading, and 
riding four-wheelers and side-by-sides. Capri 
is the daughter of Nicole & John Dovin and 
Nate Poulton. 

Camden Simo is a 2026 
graduate of Amherst Steele 
High School. While attending 
Steele, Cam participated in 
both the golf team and track 
team all four years, and just 
recently competed in the State 

Track meet after graduation. Camden is looking 
forward to studying a trade and becoming a 
member of the union, “storm chasing” to become 
an electrical linesman. In his spare time, he 
enjoys fishing, hunting, and anything outdoors. 
Cam is the son of Kelly Simo. 

Dr. Michael P. Sliman, Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine, 
Master of Science Degree, 
Small Animal — Diplomate 
of the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Dr. Michael Sliman is the son 

of Debbie and Pete Sliman.    

Alissa Van Dress received her 
Master of Education in 2026 
from John Carroll University. 
Following graduation, Alissa 
has dedicated her life to 
helping children. She is in 
the process of forming a pro-

life organization. Alissa will be a junior high 

English teacher at St. Peter’s Parish School. After 
marrying the love of her life, she would like to 
become a stay-at-home mom to raise the future 
generation of saints. Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. 
Alissa is the daughter of Brenda Phillips and 
Mitchell Van Dress.

Gabrielle Vasquez is a class 
of 2026 honors graduate of 
Amherst Steele High School. 
While at Steele, Gabby was 
inducted into the National 
Honor Society and played 
club soccer for the West Side 

Stars. This fall, she will be attending The Ohio 
State University to major in marketing. Gabby is 
the daughter of the late Gabriel Vasquez Jr. and 
Christina Vasquez.

“It just means a lot to all the 
families, especially if you have a 

smaller funeral. It’s just wonderful 
to have someone sing for them, 

sing the songs they have chosen. 
You can walk away knowing you did 
something good.” — Jean Nossek
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This newsletter brought to you by the Catholic Communities of:

Fr. Tim O’Connor Serving Both Parishes

Mass:
Monday, 9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph
Tuesday, 8:00 a.m. - Nativity of the BVM
Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - St. Joseph
Friday, 9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - St. Joseph
	   5:30 p.m. - Nativity of the BVM
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. - St. Joseph

Confession at St. Joseph:
Thursday - Individual Reconciliation 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday - Individual Reconciliation 11:00 a.m. - noon

Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) at Nativity of the BVM:
Monday-Friday 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Upcoming Activities and Events

Hospitality Tuesday
Tuesday, July 7 — 8:30 a.m. 
at Nativity Church Parish Hall, 
following the 8 a.m. Mass

Men’s Group
Tuesday, July 7 — 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph School MPR

Vincentians Meeting
Thursdays, July 9 and 23 — 9 a.m. 
in St. Joseph Conference Room

Sacred Sisters Prayer and Study Group
Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 — 6:30 p.m. 
at O.S.E. Community Center

Holy Ground Youth Group
Sundays, July 12, 19, and 26 — 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph School

Vacation Bible School
Monday, July 20 through Friday, July 24 — 9 a.m. 
at St. Joseph School
VBS Family Gathering after 4 p.m. Mass — 
Saturday, July 25, at St. Joseph School

Chair Yoga Flow Classes
Tuesday and Thursdays in July — 9:30 a.m. 
at Mill Hollow Amphitheater

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
at Nativity of the B.V.M. Parish
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
For information on adoration, please call 
Josie Tornabene at 440-396-5429


