Pastor, St. Joseph & Pastor, Nativity:
Fr. Timothy J. O’Connor

Business Manager, St. Joseph:
Sharon Angell
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Music Director, Nativity:
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March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFICE: 440-988-2848
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

NATIVITY BVM PARISH OFFICE: 440-986-7011
ST. JOSEPH PARISH WEBSITE: stjosephamherst.com
ST. JOSEPH PARISH ADDRESS: 200 St. Joseph Dr., Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH: 333 S Lake St., South Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 767, Amherst, OH 44001

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL OFFICE: 440-988-4244
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.sjsamherst.org

Mass:

Monday, Friday 9:00 A.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Tuesday 8:00 A.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Thursday 7:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday Vigil 4:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday 5:30 P.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Sunday 8:30 A.M., 11:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish

The 11:00 A.M. Mass will be livestreamed.
The link can be found on our website: www.stjosephamherst.com

Confession at St. Joseph Parish:
Thursday - Individual Reconciliation 7:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Saturday - Individual Reconciliation 11:00 A.M. - Noon




ST. JOSEPH PARISH
AND NATIVITY OF THE BVM PARISH

March 29, 2026

Liturgy Schedule

MONDAY, MARCH 30th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
9:00 a.m. Yolanda Argenti (Linda Gross)
TUESDAY, MARCH 31st — Mass at Nativity Parish
8:00 am. Arlene and Fritz Knoble
(Will and Cheryl Shaffer)
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1st — No Mass
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2nd
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at Nativity Parish
7:00 p.m. People of Nativity and St. Joseph Parishes.
Mass with washing of feet.
Adoration and Confessions to follow
until 9:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3rd
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord at St. Joseph Parish
12:00 p.m. Liturgy with Confessions to follow
until 3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Taize Stations of the Cross (St. Joseph Church)
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4th
10:45 a.m. Blessing of Easter Food at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. Confessions at St. Joseph Parish
Easter Vigil Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at
St. Joseph Parish
8:45 p.m. People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parish
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL Sth
Masses of the Lord’s Resurrection
8:30 a.m. People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parishes
Mass at St. Joseph
10:00 a.m. People of Nativity and St. Joseph Parishes
Mass at Nativity
11:30 am. People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parishes
Mass at St. Joseph

PLEASE NOTE:
There will be NO 4:00 p.m. Mass and NO 5:30 p.m. Mass on
Holy Saturday.
There will be NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday.

ST. JOSEPH MASS LIVESTREAMED
To view our 11:00 a.m. Mass for the homebound, visit our
YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@sjandnbvmmedia8044/streams
Or you can use the button on our website:
https:stjosephamherst.com/

To be added to St. Joseph and Nativity’s weekly
emails, simply text SJPA to 84576. We typically

send only emails and respect your privacy;
text messages will be sent only for urgent situations.

Activity Schedule
MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (NBVM)

MONDAY, MARCH 30th

7:00 p.m.  O.C.ILA. Seder Meal (Nativity Parish Hall)
TUESDAY, MARCH 31st

9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga Flow Classes (Nativity Parish Hall)
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1st

5:30 p.m.  No PSR tonight

6:30 p.m.  No Sacred Sisters Meeting tonight
THURSDAY, APRIL 2nd

9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga Flow Classes (Nativity Parish Hall)
FRIDAY, APRIL 3rd — No School; Parish Offices closed
SUNDAY, APRIL 5th

6:00 p.m.  No Holy Ground Youth Group tonight

Daily Readings

MONDAY, MARCH 30th — Monday of Holy Week
Is 42:1-7 /Jn 12:1-11
TUESDAY, MARCH 31st — Tuesday of Holy Week
Is 49:1-6 / Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1st — Wednesday of Holy Week
Is 50:4-9a / Mt 26:14-25
THURSDAY, APRIL 2nd - (Holy Thursday)
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 /1 Cor 11:23-26 / Jn 13:1-15
FRIDAY, APRIL 3rd —
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
Is 52:13 —53:12 / Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9 / Jn 18:1 — 19:42
SATURDAY, APRIL 4th — Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
Gn 1:1-2:2 0or 1:1,26-31a/ Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
Ex 14:15—15:1/1s 54:5-14 / Is 55:1-11 / Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4
Ex 36:16-17a, 18-28 / Rom 6:3-11 / Mt 28: 1-10
SUNDAY, APRIL 5th — Easter Sunday ofthe Lord’s Resurrection
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8 /
Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Not Available at time of print.

ST. JOSEPH AND NBVM
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Our YouTube Channel offers the 11:00 a.m. Mass
livestreamed, along with past videos and newly added
content! We will also be uploading weekly event videos
featured during Mass on Weekends, as well as new music
from our music ministry.

Subscribe to us on YouTube at sjandnbvmmedia.




Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

REMINDERS FOR
FAST AND ABSTINENCE

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days
of fasting and abstinence for Catholics, but are not
Holy Days of Obligation. Additionally, Fridays during
Lent are also days of abstinence. The norms on fasting
are obligatory from age 18 until 59. When fasting,
a person is permitted to eat one full meal as well as
two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full
meal. Likewise, the norms for abstaining from meat
are binding from age 14 onward. If possible, the fast
on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on
Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the
suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to prepare
ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more
readily His Resurrection.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD TODAY

St. Joseph School is committed to
integrating the Catholic faith and
culture to help students develop into
mature, Christian persons, whose lives
are modeled on Christ and His Gospel
message. Check out our St. Joseph
Parish School and register your child for the 2026-
2027 academic year. Registration is now open; visit
our website for details at www.stjosephamherst.com.
Registration forms can be found on the admissions
page of the school website.

MEN’S GROUP

The next Men’s Group meeting will be on Tuesday,
April 7th in the school multi-purpose room (MPR) at
6:30 p.m. We will continue the “Fearless” series by
Real Life Catholic. All men are welcome!

SCRIPTURE STUDY

The final Thursday evening scripture study for Sunday
readings came to an end on Thursday, March 26th. We
thank all of you who participated in this Scripture Study.

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION

Please join us for our Divine Mercy Sunday Prayer
Service, hosted by the women’s prayer group, including
the sung Chaplet of Divine Mercy, on Sunday, April
12, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. here at St. Joseph Church. All
are welcome.

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF o " i
Fun”draising

FOR ST. JOSEPH PARISH SCHOOL |

FEATURING

FRIDAY, APRIL17TH
6 PMTO10 PM

AMHERST EAGLES
ﬂ 1611 MILAN AVE
DINNER WILL BE SERVED AT 6:30 AMHERST, OH 44001
Grab some friends and join us for dinner, drinks, a dueling piano
show (new this year!), dancing, and fundraising for a great cause!
$50 PER TICKET

(MUST BE 21 TO ATTEND)

INCLUDES: DINNER BUFFET (PROVIDED BY LORENZO’S), DESSERT, 2 FREE DRINKS + CASH BAR,
DUELING PIANO SHOW, VARIOUS WAYS TO WIN- RAFFLES, BASKETS, 50/50, AND MORE!

First Name Last Name Phone Number

D PLEASE RESERVE US A TABLE FOR 8 WITH THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

CALLED TO FLOURISH: WORSHIP

Caring for the sacred spaces and individuals within our ministry

Worship is the heart of our Catholic faith, made possible through the faithful service of our priests and
those who minister alongside them. Through Called to Flourish, $30 million will be dedicated to
strengthening and sustaining worship by investing in the formation of clergy and lay leaders.

This support includes ongoing formation for seminarians at Borromeo and Saint Mary Seminary, as well
as continued training for priests and lay leaders in theology and pastoral ministry. The campaign will also
bolster the Clergy Health and Well-Being Fund to ensure our active and retired leaders remain vibrant
throughout their lives. Important improvements will be made to Cathedral Square, including restoration
of the Cathedral sanctuary and a new Welcome Center in the Chancery.

OUR PROGRESS

Nativity of the BVM St. Joseph:
* Replacing the church * Goal: $1,225,000

PARISH PRIORITIES

St. Joseph:
* Building a fund for an

Nativity of the BVM
* Goal: $185,000

Athletic and Performing  flooring * Total Raised: $626,200  « Total Raised: $83,600
Arts Center * Installing new pew (51%) (50%)
cushions * # Gifts: 21 o # Gifts: 11
Last updated 3,/17 /26
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SAVE THE DATE - VBS

Mark your calendars. Vacation Bible School will take place Monday,
July 20th thru Friday, July 24th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. More
information to follow in upcoming bulletins.

SAVE THE DATE BACCALAUREATE MASS

Our Baccalaureate Mass will be celebrated at the 11:00
a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 10th. This special day
provides an opportunity for all high school, vocational
school, and college graduates to participate in and be
celebrated at Mass.

We invite graduates to take part by serving as a lector for the
Processional Introduction, the First and Second Readings, and the
intercessions. Please encourage your graduate to participate — This
is a beautiful Mass and a very special day for all to cherish.

P

LITTLE BOOK EASTER DEVOTIONAL

The little white books for the Easter Season are available for $2.00
each. You can turn the money in to the parish office or drop the
envelope in the offertory basket. If you followed the devotional
through Lent, why not continue with prayer throughout the Easter
Season?

CLAIM YOUR TAX CREDIT IN
THREE EASY STEPS

1 REVIEW YOUR TAX LIABILITY
FROM LAST YEAR

Use this to estimate tax liability for the
current year. The maximum tax creditis
$750 per tax payer ($1,500 for married
filing jointly).

2 DONATE AND DESIGNATE
YOUR CONTRIBUTION

You contribution can be designated to a
school ofyour choice.

Th of the tax
aedntcarwmemeedﬂ\eanmmofymrtax liability.

K CLAIM YOUR TAX CREDIT

A tax receipt will be provided that
documents your Angel Scholarship Fund
contribution. This receipt is then submitted
with the Ohio 1040 tax form.

(R,) 216-902-1312

A€ ASFINFO@DIOCESEOFCLEVELAND.ORG

CATHOLICCOMMUNITY.ORG/ANGEL

Looking for an anchor to hold you steady through the storms
of Life? Want the secret to finding joy in the midst of trials?
Interested in learning to recognize the source of discord and
the way to peace?

Have you ever struggled with living your faith practically?
James is one of the most practical books of the Bible. The
teachings speak loudly to all those who feel torn between the
competing demands of this world and our faith.

Sacred Sisters Wednesday Night Ladies Prayver Group
will begin an eleven-week Bible study on Wednesday, April
8, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at Old Stone Evangelical Community
Center. Saint Joseph and Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary
ladies will meet every week to discuss the readings of
St. James, answer questions and enjoy fellowship. For more
information or to register, call Lesley at 440-371-6418.

TUESDAY MASSES AT NATIVITY
IN SOUTH AMHERST
DURING THE WINTER MONTHS

Please note: During the winter months, if the weather is bad
and there is NO school for either or both St. Joseph School
in Amherst or Firelands Schools in South Ambherst due to the
weather, then there will be NO Mass at Nativity of the BVM
Church on that Tuesday morning.

NBVM HOLY COMMUNION
TO THE HOMEBOUND

If you or someone you know — whether a friend, family member, or
acquaintance—is a member of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in South Amherst and would like to receive Holy Communion
at home, please contact Lynn Johnson at 440-752-6519 or Wendy
Rosso at 440-986-0304, so that we are able to meet the needs of the
homebound.
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“DINNERS ON THE GO”

April 14,2026 Menu
Chicken Marsala
Wild Rice
Corn
Roll/Dessert
Soup — Beef Vegetable

Dinners are $15.00 each and include dessert.
A 16-0z. soup cup is $5.00.
Additional desserts (if available) are $2.00 each.
Nativity of the BVM Parish is located at
333 S. Lake Street, in South Amherst.
Drive-thru pick-up only is from 5:00-6:00 p.m.
on the day of the dinner.

Please call Lynn Johnson at 440-752-6519 to place your order(s).
Please try to place your order by the Friday BEFORE a dinner.
Orders placed AFTER Friday cannot be guaranteed.
Thank you for our continued support!

Please join us on
Good Friday, April 3rd
7:00 p.m.

For a special Taize
Prayer service
at St. Joseph Church

CEMETERY CLEAN-UP

Our St. Joseph Cemetery grounds must be clear for the mowing

and trimming season. Any obstructions to mowing or trimming

will be removed and discarded. The following is our cemetery
policy and it will be adhered to by the groundskeeping crew:

*  Decorations must be removed by April Ist for the mowing
season. If you want to keep your decorations, you must
remove them before April 1st.

*  No plantings of flowers, bushes, or vegetation of any kind are
allowed.

* No landscaping or permanent decorations of any kind are
allowed, including but not limited to stone, bricks, borders, etc.

»  After April 1st, only fresh-cut flowers are allowed, in paper
or foil wrapping, and these will be removed weekly by the
groundskeeping crew.

*  Regarding holidays during the growing season (April 1st to
October 31st) — Decorations will be allowed four days before
the holiday. They must be removed 2 days following the
holiday. Any decorations you do not remove, will be removed
and discarded by the groundskeeping crew.

*  Winter decorations will be allowed from October 31st to April
Ist.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

In the charity of your prayers,
We commend to God:

Sr. Marian Coughlin, S.N.D.
(formerly Sr. Mary St. Patrick, S.N.D.)
Dennis Lavish

We pray for their families and the families of all our deceased
relatives and friends that they may enjoy eternal peace with our
Risen Christ.

Let us also remember to pray for those confined to hospitals
and nursing homes, the homebound, and their caregivers, our
sons and daughters in the military, those dealing with mental
illness and addictions, the homeless and those who have no
one to pray for them.

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS WEST

For Adults 40 & Over
Join us on Monday, April 13
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Westside Irish American Club
8559 Jennings Road
Olmsted Twp.

Would you like to hear What
= God Just Said? Join blind
i Cleveland  broadcaster  and
Touched by Heaven podcast
host Trapper Jack, and his wife, Elizabeth, for an evening of power
storytelling drawn from real-life encounters with God that are
happening today. Through humor, heart, and a broadcaster’s ear,
these stories of unmistakable grace and divine intervention, will have
you wondering... if indeed, God is still speaking — are we listening?
The cost is $15.00 per person. Light appetizers included. Cash Bar
is available. Advance tickets recommended. Register in advance:
www.theologyontherockswest.com. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

A 5-WEEK COUPLES BOOK STUDY

St. Mary’s in Avon is offering a 5-week couples book study on 7The
Good, The Messy, and The Beautiful: The Joys and Struggles of Real
Married Life starting Wednesday, April 15th from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
$40.00 a couple includes one book. $55.00 a couple includes two
books. For more info or to buy tickets, visit tobcle.org. Questions?
Email rlewis@tobcle.org.
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STATIONS OF LIGHT

Stations of Light also known as Stations of the Resurrection will
be on Wednesday, April 8th at 7:00 p.m. (following the 6:30 p.m.
Mass) at Nativity B.V.M. Parish in Lorain. Take some time to
ponder Jesus’ Resurrection through the eyes of His amazed apostles.
Begin your Easter journey with this powerful prayer experience at
Nativity B.V.M. Parish, located at 4118 W. 15th Street, Lorain, OH
44052. For more info, go to nativitybvmlorain.org.

DID YOU KNOW...

Many of you may already know about our online Sunday Offertory
option, which allows you to make charitable donations without
using monthly envelopes. However, did you know that you can
also contribute to Holy Days and special collections through
myEoffering? MyEoffering offers a quick, simple, and secure way
to donate to our parish. To learn more or to sign up, visit
https://myeoftering.com/.

DAILY
rayers

A free emailed recording of prayers
and insights led by our bishops
and priests. Take 10 minutes
and join us in prayer.

MY

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Sign up!
Share the gn up
Prayers!

dioceseofcleveland.org/mydailyprayers
— and encourage others to join us!

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

THANK YOU
This bulletin is furnished to the parish without charge.
The advertisements that appear completely defray all
publishing costs, which would otherwise burden the
parish. Please patronize these sponsors as a thank-you
for their kind generosity.

jﬁﬁiﬂko
Insurance

440-245-6268

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

MEETING

S od
L B A

HOLY GROUND

HOLY GROUND YOUTH GROUP
SPRING CALENDAR!

4/12
4/19(8""GRADE ONLY)
4/26

5/3

5/17

TIM
5PM MASS

=

ALL 7-12T
WELCOME

e 440-650-7554 9 charles.j.gonzo@gmail.com

TO THE HEIGHTS

TOB CLE Father/Son Retreat 2026

A retreat in the spirit of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati

Sunday, April 26th
11AM-4PM

¥ \ 4
’ %

For fathers and sons
grades 7-12
Dynamic speakers
Games

Discussions
Adoration

Lunch, resources,
and more!

Center for Pastoral
Leadership,
Wickliffe

FEATURING
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

i
S$35/person “

(scholarship available)

Register at tobcle.org

ELVIS GRBAC
FORMER NFL

Questions? rlewis@tobcle.org QUARTERBACK
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Dan & Steph

SELL YOUR HOME FOR LESS!

Ask Us About Our

Diggers of Ohio LLC

Hyster

507 W. Main St.

440-986- 8028
Fax: 440-986-2063

oward

Real Estate Services

Seller-Assist Programs!

440-315-6670
[EEE8 Parishioners

INDEPENDENT OWNED & OPERATED

pIumOtree

Real Estate Ma

www.PlumTreeRealty.com
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GARLAND - MISENCIK

Real Estate Services
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Gary

Dodson

Parishioner
Lifelong Amherst Resident
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GaryDodson@
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Darre

Doug "DG" George
440-320-6700
TOP 1.5% OF REALTORS

Lifelong active parishioner

Fisher Custom AV

IN THE USA

984-2468

HowardHanna.com

Cleveland Ave.

Il & Denise McCarty
Parishioners
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TO ADVERTISE
HERE, CALL
DEE PRINTING
614-777-8700

COMPLETE

PAINTING

PAINTING WITH PRECISION
Interior - Exterior

(440) 935-6694
GoCompletePainting.com

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.
Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage you
to support their businesses.

AIR CONDITIONING

10% OFF REPAIR SERVICE
440-244-5584 « www.raymondplumbing.com

Fraley &

Fox

ConsTrRUCTION, INC.
General Contractor - Since 1989

Residential Remodeling
Interior/Exterior
Additions/Garages
We Design
Dave Fox, Owner
Parishioner since 1970

988-7292

Visit Our Studio at
133 Park Ave.

Veterans’ Discount

BILL JONES
419-668-5131 38 Cline St. Norwalk AUTO MALL
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New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales

Contact Ross directly

Jeep

Ross Staffeld

St. Joe's Parishioner and Fellow Knight

at 440-724-2250

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS

Family & General Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd.
West Lorain 44053

440-233-4155 *» navydds.com

Abraham
Enterprises Inc.
GC - Snow Plowing
Tile Drainage « Concrete Work
Land Clearing « Power Washing

Painting/Epoxy Floor
Joseph Abraham
(440) 315-1174
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