Pastor, St. Joseph & Pastor, Nativity:
Fr. Timothy J. O’Connor

Business Manager, St. Joseph:
Sharon Angell

Business Manager, Nativity
Music Director, Nativity:
Ed Klimczak

Office Manager, St. Joseph:
Kathy Flynn

Worship and Liturgy Coordinator,
St. Joseph:
Christina Dupre

Assistant Music Director, and Funeral
and Wedding Coordinator, St. Joseph:
Joy Rivera

Principal, St. Joseph School
and PSR Coordinator:
Amy Makruski

Operations Manager, St. Joseph:
Bob Kenska

Director of Youth Activities
Joshua Gonzalez
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The Baptism of the Lord

ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFICE: 440-988-2848
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

NATIVITY BVM PARISH OFFICE: 440-986-7011
ST. JOSEPH PARISH WEBSITE: stjosephamherst.com
ST. JOSEPH PARISH ADDRESS: 200 St. Joseph Dr., Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH: 333 S Lake St., South Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 767, Amherst, OH 44001

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL OFFICE: 440-988-4244
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.sjsamherst.org

Mass:

Monday, Friday 9:00 A.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Tuesday 8:00 A.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Thursday 7:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday Vigil 4:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish
Saturday 5:30 P.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish
Sunday 8:30 A.M., 11:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish

The 11:00 A.M. Mass will be livestreamed.
The link can be found on our website: www.stjosephamherst.com

Confession at St. Joseph Parish:
Thursday - Individual Reconciliation 7:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Saturday - Individual Reconciliation 11:00 A.M. - Noon
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Liturgy Schedule

MONDAY, JANUARY 12th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
9:00 a.m.  Special Intention
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13th — Mass at Nativity Parish
8:00 a.m.  Larry Knoble (Terrie Chase)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14th — No Mass
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
7:00 p.m.  Donald Seng (Friends)
Confessions to follow until 8:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16th — Mass at St. Joseph Parish
9:00 a.m.  Richard Savinsky (Sacred Sisters)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th
11:00 aam.  Confessions at St. Joseph Parish
4:00 p.m.  Nick and Lucille Ksenich (Family)
Mass at St. Joseph Parish
5:30 p.m.  People of Nativity and St. Joseph Parishes
Mass at Nativity Parish
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th — Masses at St. Joseph Parish
8:30 a.m.  John Lachowyn (Laureen Suspenski)
11:00 a.m. Al and Jo Ann Orosz (Friends)
5:00 p.m.  People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parishes

Daily Readings

MONDAY, JANUARY 12th — Weekday
(First Week in Ordinary Time)
1 Sm 1:1-8 / Mk 1:14-20
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13th — Weekday
St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
1 Sm 1:9-20 / Mk 1: 21-28
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14th — Weekday
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 / Mk 1:29-39
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15th — Weekday
1 Sm 4:1-11 / Mk 1:40-45
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16th — Weekday
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a / Mk 2:1-12
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th — Vigil,
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is49:3,5-6 /1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is49:3,5-6 /1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34

NEW DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN CONTENT

Please make a note that if you would like to submit

information for the bulletin, please email it to

parishoffice@stjosephamherst.com, by Noon, NO LATER
than 2 Fridays prior to the Sunday you want it to appear.

Activity Schedule
MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.  Eucharistic Adoration (NBVM)
MONDAY, JANUARY 12th
7:00 p.m. O.C.ILA. (Nativity Parish Hall)
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13th
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Flow Classes

(Nativity Parish Hall)

5:00 p.m. Dinners on the Go —

Drive-Thru Pick-Up Only
(Nativity, South Amherst)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14th

5:30 p.m. P.S.R. for Kindergarten thru Grade 8
(St Joseph School)
6:30 p.m. Sacred Sisters Meeting
(O.S.E. Community Center)
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15th
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga Flow Classes
(Nativity Parish Hall)
6:00 p.m. Scripture Study (St. Joseph Church)
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th
6:00 p.m. No Holy Ground Youth Group

Session tonight

@ Catholic Renewal Ministries Traveling Healing Mass

January 16* 2026

St. Julie Billiart Parish St. Julie Billiart Parish
5500 Lear Nagel Rd.

Fr. Bob Franco, Celebrant North Ridgeville, OH 44039

Praise & worship begins at 7:00
Liturgy begins at 7:30 p.m.

All are Welcome!

Healing prayer teams will be
available after mass for individual
prayer, and there will also be

a social after mass.

Come, Sing and Praise God

with Joy!

Contact CRM: 440-944-9445

Healing Prayer teams will be available after

Mass for individual prayer. crmweb.org
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

St. Joseph Parish
Sunday, December 21, 2025

Sunday Oftertory

Maintenance Fund

Tuition Assistance

Children’s Offertory

Year-end Contributions

Little Books for Advent

Retirement Fund for Religious

Christmas

Immaculate Conception

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Vincentians

$ 24,517.00
$  230.00
$ 70.00
$ 4.00
$ 11.00
$ 8.00
§ 200.00
$ 1,995.00
§  296.00
$ 40.00
§ 3,000.00

E-Giving — December 16, 2025-December 22, 2025

Eoffering-Sunday Offertory $ 2,793.59
Eoffering-Maintenance Fund $ 96.94
Eoffering-Retirement Fund for Religious $ 96.94
Eoffering-Christmas $ 24.70
Eoffering-Immaculate Conception $ 89.70
Eoffering-Vincentians $ 115.00
Nativity Parish
Saturday, December 20, 2025
Sunday Offertory $ 3,321.00
Propagation of Faith $ 50.00
Campaign for Human Development $ 50.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $ 160.00
Christmas Flowers $ 45.00
Immaculate Conception $ 95.00
Maintenance and Upkeep §  870.00
Thursday, December 25, 2025
Christmas $ 14,308.00
Sunday Offertory $ 40.00
Christmas Flowers $ 30.00
Saturday, December 27, 2025
Sunday Offertory $ 1,293.00
Christmas Flowers $ 9.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $ 5.00
ST. JOSEPH AND NBVM

YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Our YouTube Channel offers the 11:00 a.m. Mass
livestreamed, along with past videos and newly added
content! We will also be uploading weekly event videos
featured during Mass on Weekends, as well as new music

from our music ministry.

Subscribe to us on YouTube at sjandnbvmmedia.

HOLY GROUND YOUTH GROUP

There will be no Holy Ground Youth Group Meeting on Sunday,
January 18th. We will meet on Sunday, January 25. All Youth
Grades 7-12 are welcome to join us for the 5:00 p.m. Mass and
the Youth Group Meeting afterwards in the school gym. The
meeting will end at 7:30 p.m.

ANEW SCRIPTURE STUDY

Have you wished you had a better understanding of the Sunday
Scripture readings and Mass? Do you want to be more engaged
in Mass? Join us on Thursday night at 6:00 p.m. in St. Joseph
Church. We will be presenting Dr. Brant Pietre in videos
explaining Mass and readings for the following Sunday.

The study will continue on Thursdays evenings and end by 6:45
p.m. This is not a discussion group. Mass will follow at 7:00 p.m.
We look forward to seeing you there. If you have any questions,
call Bob at 919-896-5413.

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY COLLECTION
JANUARY 17-18, 2026

The Catholic University of America is the national university of
the Catholic Church in the United States. Gifts to the National
Collection — the only second collection taken for higher
education in the U.S. — support students during this crucial time
and help the University conduct critical research that will serve
parishes and dioceses throughout the country

OUR GIFT TO YOU IN THE NEW YEAR:
A FREEWILL WRITING RESOURCE

The Diocese has partnered with FreeWill to make it easier for our
community to create their Catholic legacy. Using this online tool,
you can write a legal will for free and protect your blessings,
while including the necessary language to create an eternal
legacy gift in your plans. This resource takes 20 minutes or less
and can be paired with an attorney for more complex estates.
We invite you to visit www.catholiccommunity.org/freewill to
write a free, legal will.

NINE DAYS FOR LIFE 2026

You are invited to join thousands of Catholics nationwide
in the annual Respect Life Novena, 9 Days for Life, Friday,
January 16th through Saturday, January 24th. Get daily
intentions, brief reflections, and more by email or text message.
Sign up at: www.9daysforlife.com. Hard copies of the novena
will be available in the gathering area of church.
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DINNERS ON THE GO
JANUARY 13, 2026 MENU JANUARY 27,2026 MENU
Pot Roast Cabbage Rolls
Red Skin Potatoes Mashed Potatoes
Carrots Cup of Applesauce
Roll/Dessert Roll/Dessert

Soup — Chicken Dumpling Soup — Broccoli n' Cheese

All dinners are $15.00 and include dessert.
A 16-0z. soup cup is $5.00.
Additional desserts (if available) are $2.00 each.
Nativity of the BVM Parish is located at
333 S. Lake Street in South Amherst.
Drive-thru pick-up only is from 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Please call Lynn Johnson at 440-752-6519
to place your order(s).
Please try to place your order by the Friday BEFORE a dinner.
Thank you for our continued support!

-

Nativity News

TUESDAY MASSES
AT NATIVITY IN SOUTH AMHERST

DURING THE WINTER MONTHS
Please note: During the winter months if the weather
is bad and there is NO school for either or both
St. Joseph School in Ambherst or Firelands Schools in South
Ambherst due to the weather, then there will be NO Mass at
Nativity of the BVM Church on that Tuesday morning.

NBVM HOLY COMMUNION
TO THE HOMEBOUND

If you or someone you know—whether a friend, family member,
or acquaintance—is a member of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in South Amherst and would like to receive Holy
Communion at home, please contact Lynn Johnson at 440-752-
6519 or Wendy Rosso at 440-986-0304, so that we are able to
meet the needs of the homebound.

ANGEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Turning taxes into tuition

2 of Ohio
ation.

or email: 216-902-1312 /
ofcleveland.org

onstitute income tax advice. Always consult with a tax
formation on the impact of any charitable donation.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

In the charity of your prayers,
we commend to God:

Karen Sliman
Lee Grissinger, Father of Toni Grissinger
Nancy Borer
Virginia Daisy Klein

We pray for their families and the families of all our
deceased relatives and friends that they may enjoy eternal
peace with our Risen Christ.

Let us also remember to pray for those confined to
hospitals and nursing homes, the homebound, and
their caregivers, our sons and daughters in the military,
those dealing with mental illness and addictions, the
homeless, and those who have no one to pray for them.

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS WEST

For Adults 40 & Over
Join us Monday, January 12
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Westside Irish American Club
8559 Jennings Road, Olmsted Twp.

Who is C.S. Lewis? Why, as Catholics do we care?

Dr. Matt Carey Jordan, VP of Academic Affairs at Borromeo &
St. Mary Seminary, has led several Lewis-themed pilgrimages
to England and taken people behind the scenes to walk in the
footsteps of C.S. Lewis. Join us for an enlightening discussion
of the man behind The Chronicles of Narnia and The Screwtape
Letters.

Light appetizers included. Cash Bar is available. Advance
tickets recommended.

Register in advance: www.theologyontherockswest.com.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH MASS LIVESTREAMED
To view our 11:00 a.m. Mass for the homebound,
visit our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@sjandnbvmmedia8044/
streams
Or you can use the button on our website:
https:stjosephamherst.com/

Monthly Grief
Support Groups

ot

We offer a comfortable, private, and encouraging
environment where you are free to explore your grief
and all you are feeling. Meetings are open discussion,
surrounding a monthly topic or whatever is on your
heart. Come and be in the presence of those who
understand.

Our monthly grief support groups are offered in two
formats: in-person and virtual.

* In-person groups meet from 3 PM to 4 PM.

t The virtual group meets from 5 PM to 6 PM, and
you can register for the virtual session on our website

Your RSVP is greatly appreciated but not required. For more
information or if you have questions, please contact Renee
Weese at rweese@clecem.org or 216-930-4866.

Locations 2026 Schedule

Holy Cross Cemetery, Brookpark January 18th July 19th
Holy Cross Cemetery, Akron February 15th August 16th
St. Joseph Cemetery, Avon March 15th September 20th
All Saints Cemetery, Northfield April 19th October 18th
All Souls Cemetery, Chardon May 17th November 15th
June 28th December 20th

www.clecem.org

216.641.7575

OQO@mMX

@ Carnoric CEMETERIES ASSOCIATION

Faith, Hope, and Remembrance

THE CLEVELAND GUILD OF
THE CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The Cleveland Guild of the Catholic Medical Association is
sponsoring a conference entitled, “Innovative Approaches to
Compassionate Healthcare: The Ministry of Mercy” on Saturday,
February 28,2026, at St. Albert the Great Parish Life Center. Bishop
Edward C. Malesic will celebrate the opening conference Mass at
8:00 a.m. Medical education credits are available for healthcare
professionals, and the conference is also open to anyone interested
who is not in healthcare.

For online registration assistance, please contact Debra Sudy,
216-696-6525, ext. 3670. For questions about the conference, call
216-312-4172.

MASS FOR THE GIFT OF HUMAN LIFE
JANUARY 23, 2026

Join us for the Mass for the Gift of Human Life on Friday, January
23 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.
Bishop Edward C. Malesic will be the celebrant as our diocesan
community gathers in prayerful solidarity with those participating
in the national pro-life events in Washington, D.C.
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STOP FRAUD

There have been more fraudulent attempts to trick people into
giving out personal information, to purchase gift cards, or a
request for an “urgent matter.” These scams can come as a text,
email, or even a phone call. They look and sound very legitimate.

Please know that no one from this Parish Office will ask
you to make a purchase or respond to an “urgent need.” All
correspondence from the office will include specific information
for the correspondence.

As a best practice, never open any links or give out private
information without first checking to see that the source is
legitimate.

IMPORTANT
CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

As a reminder to ensure that you get proper credit on your
contribution statement, PLEASE mark the outside of your
envelope with the correct amount enclosed.

If you are not using a weekly Sunday Offertory envelope, be sure
to include your name and address on your envelope as well. This
will ensure that when posting the contributions to your account,
we have the correct amount entered.

UPDATING PARISH RECORDS

If you have recently moved, changed your phone number or
email address, or updated your household status, please reach
out to us so we can update our parish records. Additionally, if
you are an adult whose parents were parish members and you’re
listed on their family file, but have never officially registered
with us as an adult, please contact us at 440-988-2848. Most
importantly, if you have been attending our church or are
enrolled in our parish school but have not yet registered with the
parish, please do so at your earliest convenience. Registering
takes about 15 minutes.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

The Diocese of Cleveland's "Protecting God's Children" program
is a continuing effort to instruct and inform everyone about the
protection of children from sexual abuse. To report any past or
present suspected inappropriate behavior toward children by
priests, deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel
associated with the Church, immediately inform local authorities
about inappropriate behavior.
Also, please contact the Diocesan Response Service Office at
216-334-2999 or via email at
response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.

DID YOU KNOW...

Many of you may already know about our online Sunday
Offertory option, which allows you to make charitable donations
without using monthly envelopes. However, did you know that
you can also contribute to Holy Days and special collections
through myEoffering? MyEoffering offers a quick, simple, and
secure way to donate to our parish. To learn more or to sign up,
visit https://myeoffering.com/.

DAILY
rayers

A free emailed recording of prayers

MY

and insights led by our bishops
and priests. Take I0 minutes
and join us in prayer.

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Si !
Share the L

Prayers!

dioceseofcleveland.org/mydailyprayers
— and encourage others to join us!

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

Edward Jones’
; Lisa Kopco, CWS ©

.| Financial Advisor

229 South Main Street
Ambherst, OH 44001
Bus. 440-988-0319
Fax 866-532-0585
lisa.kopco@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/lisakopco

THANK YOU

This bulletin is furnished to the parish without charge.
The advertisements that appear completely defray all
publishing costs, which would otherwise burden the parish.
Please patronize these sponsors
as a thank-you for their kind generosity.
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216-641-7575

www.clecem.org |
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440-934-2600
www.kidsmileinc.com
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@ Carnoric CEMETERIES ASSOCIATION 162 Park Ave. Amherst + 440.452.7420 -

watsonchiro@hotmail.com
ﬁ WatsonWellnessinc

Ronald E. Kopco

[ CPA N

America Counts on CPAs
934-3000
5336 Meadow Lane Ct.
Sheffield Village
rkopco@kopco.com

Your Community Bank

1180 Park Ave.
Ambherst

Northern
Refrigeration Systems}ﬁlc.

=
Commercial / Industrial
Refrigeration « Heating  Air Conditioning

Ambherst, OH
Phone: 440-986-4545
E-mail: info@1nrs.com

OHLicense#16979
“Serving Lorain County Since 1975~

CLE

Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgery, Inc.

S AN

AMHERST ORAL SURGERY &
IMPLANT CENTER
Erik Warren, D.D.S., M.D.

550 N. Leavitt Rd.
Ambherst, OH 44001

440.988.3400

www.cleoms.com

Edward Jones
Lisa Kopco, CWS @

d Financial Advisor

229 South Main Street
Ambherst, OH 44001
Bus. 440-988-0319
Fax 866-532-0585
lisa.kopco@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/lisakopco

7Dan Kellev Insurance Broker

Life « Health « Annultles » Home * Auto « Commercial

KELLEY |\ STOVMERS

(440) 282-8898 (440) 324-3447
www.KelleyAgencylnc.com |— www.SomersAgency.com

Compliments of

ETERNITY
MONUMENT

Financial
Services,LLC

Financial Management

G\

ERIN ASTLEY
Inc.

D.D.S.,

General Dentist
Most Insurance Welcome
Most Major Credit Cards and
Care Credit Accepted
Office Hours by Appointment
New Patients Welcome
1704 St. Rt. 60 « Vermilion

967-4782

ustumﬁutter
sExteriors

198 Warden Avenue
P.O. Box 1630
Elyria, Ohio 44036
Seamless Gutter o Steel & Vinyl Siding
Storm Doors & Windows
Replacement Windows & Doors
Awnings e Railings

440-324-3000

Our Services & Solutions

St. Joseph Parish School
A STEM Designated School

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math,
combined with traditional Catholic Values.

College and Career ready!

Call 440-988-4244 for more information or

to schedule a tour!

*Preschool
*Kindergarten-Eighth Grade
Extended Day Care
*Academic Excellence
*Family Atmosphere

for gravesite and cremains
burial information.
440-988-2848

www.jamiescarpetshop.com ﬂ

Ambherst n mnﬂ h h
Rachael Futo Maschari . Holy Family C& § J For Over 35
Financial Advisor / Council 4891 DINE-IN - CARRY-OUT - DELIVERY
rachaelfm@ pnfinancial.biz /knigh 866 Addison Road, é;?;EZi‘éZR?A"; 52'S. Main St., Oberlin
inas held: Cleveland, OH 44103 i -y
ath Tues of overymonth | Phone: 216-301-5700 | el _440-775-0118
in the MPR Fax: 216-391-7825 Order online at lorenzospizza.com
Ambherst
ST. JOSEPH 440-986-2469
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
Secure your loved one’s Sandusk
resting place today. 419-624-9998
Call Kathy at the Church Office -
Elyria

440-365-8351

Air Filter Factory

440-499-7841
13616 State Rt. 113
Wakeman, OH 44089

Landlord
Leasing nc.

- Easy
Oberlin Online Booking
Avenue.com

Drive-up Units

SELFII[ESTORAGE 5. e 24.Hour

4Y4yo-246-6453 Access

Storage Units Avadlable Garod Facility

PROPERTY LEASING « MANAGEMENT
SALES ¢ INVESTMENTS

Justin D Hunker, Parishioner ldmﬂudka—m com

Ohio
Headstone
Company

Call to schedule an appointment

440-864-2005

ohioheadstone@gmail.com
6433 Middle Ridge Rd., Suite B, Lorain 44053

Campana.Joyce@gmail.com

Professional Training — Life Enrichment

Campana
< Vocal Studio Aﬂ
> In-person — Amherst, OH % c O M P I. ETE
Or Online

PAINTING

PAINTING WITH PRECISION
www.JoyceCampana.com

718-809-7707

Learn to Sing:

Interior - Exterior

(216) 250-2395

GoCompletePainting.com

Ambherst, Ohio

..To Place An Ad, Call 614-777-8700.
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Lifelong active parishioner
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ELYRIA 10% OFF REPAIR SERVICE
440-323-6120 Xz 440-244-5584 « www.raymondplumbing.com 440 281.5930

FINDIIN)YOURIIOCADVMEIJER!
%”“@& OR/ACE'HARDWARE!
Fox

Since}1926;
ConsTrRUCTION, INC. oy :
General Contractor - Since 1989 www-frOStop-com

AMHERST
440-986-8507

we insure your car.
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Residential Remodeling

because some people Interior/Exterior
never learned to park. TO ADVERTISE Add\';«]flgég;agcs

H E R E’ CAL L Dave Fox, Owner

Parishioner since 1970

DEE PRINTING | 988-7292
614-777-8700| "Ll

Veterans’ Discount

Commercial ¢ Residential e Industrial éLIM AN 6
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New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales Ross Staffeld
Contact Ross directly at 440-724-2250 St. Joe's Parishioner and Fellow Knight
o Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS Abraham
Enterprises Inc.
@? Family & General Dentistry GC - Snow Plowing
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