
 

Pastor, St. Joseph & Pastor, Nativity: 
Fr. Timothy J. O’Connor 

 
Business Manager, St. Joseph: 

Sharon Angell 
 

Business Manager, Nativity 
Music Director, Nativity: 

Ed Klimczak 
 

Office Manager, St. Joseph: 
Kathy Flynn 

 
Worship and Liturgy Coordinator,  

St. Joseph:   
Christina Dupre 

 
Assistant Music Director, and Funeral 
and Wedding Coordinator, St. Joseph: 

Joy Rivera 
 

Communications Coordinator: 
Kim Frankart 

 
Principal, St. Joseph School:   

Amy Makruski 
 

Principal Parish School of Religion: 
Angela Eads 

 
Operations Manager, St. Joseph: 

Bob Kenska 
 

Director of Youth Activities 
Rachel MacDonald 

December 29, 2024 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFICE:  440 988 2848

NATIVITY BVM PARISH OFFICE:  440 986 7011

ST. JOSEPH PARISH WEBSITE:  stjosephamherst.com

ST. JOSEPH PARISH ADDRESS: 200 St. Joseph Dr., Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH:  333 S Lake St., South Amherst, OH 44001

NATIVITY BVM PARISH MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 767, Amherst, OH 44001

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL OFFICE: 440 988 4244

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.sjsamherst.org

Mass: 
Monday, Friday 9:00 A.M. - St. Joseph Parish 

Tuesday 8:00 A.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish 
Thursday 7:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish 
Saturday 5:30 P.M. - Nativity of the BVM Parish 

Sunday 8:30 A.M., 11:00 A.M., 5:00 P.M. - St. Joseph Parish 
 

The 11:00 A.M. Mass will be livestreamed.  
The link can be found on our website: www.stjosephamherst.com 

 

Confession at St. Joseph Parish: 
Thursday - Individual Reconciliation 7:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. 

Saturday - Individual Reconciliation 11:00 A.M. - Noon 



 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 30th   Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
     9:00 A.M. Jake Kessler (Family) 
  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31st  Vigil Mass Solemnity of  Mary, 
  the Holy Mother of God Holyday of Obligation 
  Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
      4:00 P.M. Laura Lane (Madeline Zaworski)  
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1st    Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
  Mother of God Holyday of Obligation 
     8:30A.M. People of Nativity and St. Joseph Parishes 
  Mass at Nativity Parish 
  10:00 A.M. People of St. Joseph and Nativity Parishes 
  Mass at St. Joseph Parish     

THURSDAY,  JANUARY 2nd    No Mass or Confessions  
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3rd    Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
     9:00 A.M. Daniel Kaighin (Wife) 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4th  
   11:00 A.M. Confessions at St. Joseph Parish 
     4:00 P.M.  Kate Downie (Stephanie Sierra) 
     Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
     5:30 P.M. People of Nativity and St. Joseph Parishes 
  Mass at Nativity Parish 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th   Masses at St. Joseph Parish 
     8:30 A.M. For the Faithful Departed - All Souls Intention 
   11:00 A.M.   Janice M. Gillespie (Caroline Zurcher Powley) 
     5:00 P.M. Mary and Charles Angell (Daughter, Sharon) 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   
      Eucharistic Adoration 11:00 A.M.-10:00 P.M. (NBVM) 

 

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS  
       Faithfully Fit Yoga - Tue. & Thur.  9:30 A.M. (NBVM) 
 No Classes December 31 or January 2 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31st 

 Parish Offices Closed December 31-January 2 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4th  
 9:00 A.M. First Saturday Rosary (St. Joseph Church) 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th 

 6:00 P.M. Holy Ground Youth Group (SJ Social Hall) 
   Please join us for 5:00 P.M. Mass before our 

  session. We will meet near the choir. 

Activity Schedule 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

 
St. Joseph Parish   
Sunday, December 15   $       10,371.00 
    Eoffering    $         2,033.77 
Total Sunday Offerings   $       12,404.77 
  Other Collections  
     Tuition Assistance   $              40.00 
     Maintenance       $            223.00 
     Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God $                5.00 
     Advent Flowers and Decoration $              30.00 
     Christmas    $         1,055.00 
     Retirement Fund For Religious  $         2,470.00 
     Little Blue Books for Advent  $               2.00 
     Year-End Giving            $            151.00 
 

    Immaculate Conception December 9 $         1,508.00 
 
Nativity Parish 
Saturday, December 14             $         3,405.00 
  Other Collections  
     Flowers and Decorations  $              80.00 
     Retirement Fund for Religious  $            180.00 
     Maintenance and Upkeep  $            990.00 
 

  Immaculate Conception December 9       $            337.00 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30th Sixth Day within the Octave of 
  the Nativity of the Lord 
 1 Jn 2:12-17   Lk 2:36-40  
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31st Seventh Day within the Octave  
               of the Nativity of the Lord; Saint Sylvester I, Pope 
     1 Jn 2:18-21   Jn 1:1-18    

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1st Solemnity of Mary, The Holy 
  Mother of God; The Octave Day of the  
  Nativity of the Lord  
      Nm 6:22-27   Gal 4:4-7   Lk 2:16-21 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2nd Saints Basil the Great and Gregory 
  Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church  
 1 Jn 2:22-28   Jn 1:19-28 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3rd Christmas Weekday, The Most Holy  
  Name of Jesus 
 1 Jn 2:29—3:6   Jn 1:29-34 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4th Vigil: The Epiphany Of The Lord 
 Is 60:1-6   Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6   Mt 2:1-12 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th  The Epiphany Of The Lord 
 Is 60:1-6   Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6   Mt 2:1-12 

Daily Readings 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH                   December 29, 2024 
AND NATIVITY OF THE BVM PARISH 



 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Holy Family Council 4891 invites everyone to participate in a Rosary Prayer scheduled for 
Sunday, December 29th after the conclusion of the 11:00am Mass at St. Joseph Church. The 
Rosary will take place either in the Church or Social Hall and should last no more than 15 to 20 
minutes.  
The praying of the Rosary as a community and with others can create a sense of spiritual bonding 
and fellowship within our parishes. Please plan on participating in this important prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin for her intercession of our spiritual needs and personal connectedness to God. 
God's blessings to all.  

Fifth Sunday Rosary 



 ST. JOSEPH PARISH          December 29, 2024 
AND NATIVITY OF THE BVM PARISH 

ANGEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  



 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Children’s Worship  Page 

In today’s Gospel reading, we learn about a time when Jesus was separated from His parents. After  Mary and 
Joseph searched for Him for three days, He was found talking with the teachers about God. 
 

When Mary asked why He stayed behind, Jesus said, “Didn’t you know I’d be in my Father’s house?” Even 
though He loved learning about God, Jesus went home with Mary and Joseph and obeyed them. 
 

Jesus loved God and respected His parents. We can do the same by loving God and listening to those who care 
for us. 
 

Today, we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Mary and Joseph took care of Jesus, just 
like parents take care of their children today. God wants you to know that the Holy Family is very special, 
but He loves and blesses every family and home. 



 ST. JOSEPH PARISH          December 29, 2024 
AND NATIVITY OF THE BVM PARISH 

 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

THANK YOU 
This bulletin is furnished to 
the parish without charge. 
The advertisements that 

appear completely defray all 
publishing costs, which 

would otherwise burden the 
parish. Please patronize these 
sponsors as a Thank-you for 

their kind generosity. 

To view our 11:00am Mass for the homebound, 
visit our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/

@sjandnbvmmedia8044/streams 
 

Or you can use the button on 
our website: 

https:stjosephamherst.com/ 

St. Joseph Mass Livestream 

The Sacred Sisters prayer group will not be meeting 
on January 1st, 2025. Our first meeting in the 2025 
year will be Wednesday, January 8th 
at 6:30pm at the Old Stone Evangelical 
Church Community Center. All ladies 
of St. Joseph and Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary are welcome. 

Sacred Sisters Meeting Change 

In the month of December, many parishioners very 
generously make donations before the end of the 
calendar year. The assumption is that contributions 
DATED in December are deductible in the current 
calendar year. However, the deductibility of the 
contribution is dependent on the date in which the 
contribution is POSTMARKED or when someone 
is available to receive it during regular office 
business hours. Please call the parish office if you 
have any questions about your contribution. Year-end 
Statements will be available in mid-January, after we 
have had time to record all the contributions received 
in December. 
 

In addition, if you are 70½ or older,  you may be able 
to make a gift of a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
from your IRA that will help us in our ministry and 
reduce your taxable income. Talk to your advisors and 
IRA administrator for more information and to be sure 
that your IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution gift is 
made directly from an IRA to a qualified charity such 
as our parish. Questions? Contact Moira Wopershall of 
the Catholic Community Foundation at 216-696-6525, 
ext. 8070, or visit www.catholiccommunity.org/ira.  

Year-End Giving 

There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, 
for You to reveal Yourself to us. 

There is a longing in our hearts for love, 
we only find in You, our God. 

Most Holy Family of Nazareth, You were a true 
school of love in which the perfection  

of family love grew strong.  

 

Please bestow upon me, my family,  
and families everywhere the grace needed  
to more fully imitate the love You shared,  

so that families will continue to be the 
fundamental building block of the world.  

 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray 
for us and have mercy on all.  

Jesus, I trust in You.  

Prayer to the Holy Family 
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Your Community Bank
1180 Park Ave.

Amherst
440-984-4009

www.FFLorain.bank
Parishioners

St. Joseph Parish School
A STEM Designated School

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math,
combined with traditional Catholic Values.

College and Career ready!
Call 440-988-4244 for more information or

to schedule a tour!

*Preschool
*Kindergarten-Eighth Grade
Extended Day Care
*Academic Excellence
*Family Atmosphere

Compliments of

CUSTOM
TREE

Lisa Kopco, CWS ®

Financial Advisor

229 South Main Street
Amherst, OH 44001

Bus. 440-988-0319
Fax 866-532-0585

lisa.kopco@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/lisakopco

NorthernNorthern
Refrigeration Systems, Inc.Refrigeration Systems, Inc.

Commercial / IndustrialCommercial / Industrial
Refrigeration • Heating • Air Conditioning

Amherst, OH
Phone: 440-986-4545
E-mail: info@1nrs,com

OH License #16979
“Serving Lorain County Since 1975”“Serving Lorain County Since 1975”

ERIN ASTLEY
D.D.S., Inc.

General Dentist
Most Insurance Welcome

Most Major Credit Cards and
Care Credit Accepted

Office Hours by Appointment
New Patients Welcome
1704 St. Rt. 60 • Vermilion

967-4782

EXPERIENCE. DILIGENCE. INTEGRITY.

440.522.5677

37701 Colorado Avenue, Ste. E
Avon, Ohio  44011

www.kidsmileinc.com

Amherst

LENDER
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We Are Here For You
Burial • Planning Memorials • Grief Support

www.clecem.org       |       216-641-7575

198 Warden Avenue
P.O. Box 1630

Elyria, Ohio 44036
Seamless Gutter • Steel & Vinyl Siding

Storm Doors & Windows
Replacement Windows & Doors

Awnings • Railings

440-324-3000

Amherst
Holy Family

Council 4891

stjosephamherst.com/knights-of-columbus

Meetings held:
4th Tues of every month 

in the MPR

Amherst
440-986-2469

Sandusky
419-624-9998

Elyria
440-365-8351

www.jamiescarpetshop.com

46305 Telegraph Rd
Amherst

440-986-7277
A Lit’l sassy for chics...

A whole lotta Classy for
your home y’all and it’s

affordable and adorable!

(440) 282-8898
www.KelleyAgencyInc.com

(440) 324-3447
www.SomersAgency.com

Dan Kelley, Insurance Broker
Life • Health • Annuities • Home • Auto • Commercial

Ronald E. Kopco

America Counts on CPAs
934-3000

5336 Meadow Lane Ct.
Sheffield Village

rkopco@kopco.com

CPA
SM

Amherst OrAl surgery &
ImplAnt Center

Erik Warren, D.D.S., M.D.
550 N. Leavitt Rd.
Amherst, OH 44001
440.988.3400

www.cleoms.com

Compliments of
ETERNITY

MONUMENT

Jason C. Barb, D.D.S.
Todd Bernard, D.M.D.

37701 Colorado Avenur, Ste. E
Avon, Ohio 44011

440-934-2600
www.kidsmileinc.com

WAtsOn Wellness, InC

Dr. Jeremy W. Watson, D.C.
Chiropractic Physician
162 Park Ave., Amherst • 440.452.7420
watsonchiro@hotmail.com

 WatsonWellnessInc

Securities offered through Avantax Services™, Member FINRA, SIPC,
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM, Insurance

services offered through an Avantax affiliated insurance agency, All rights reserved 2024.

Rachael Futo Maschari
Financial Advisor

rachaelfm@pnfinancial.biz

Financial Management
Simplified

Our Services & Solutions
• Cash Flow Management
• Risk Management & Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Managed Investment Portfolios
• Tax-Focused Strategies

440-499-7841
13616 State Rt. 113

Wakeman, OH 44089
Ohio

Headstone
Company

Call to schedule an appointment

440-864-20005
ohioheadstone@gmail.com

6433 Middle Ridge Rd., Suite B, Lorain 44053 Jo
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DON’T WAIT UNTIL 
IT’S TOO LATE.

Call Kathy in Church Office 
440/988-2848 for gravesites 
and cremains burials info.

Elms
Retirement

Village

Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitation
Assisted Living

136 S. Main St.
Wellington

440-647-2414

www.sprengerretirement.com

COWLING 
FUNERAL 

HOME
• Pre-Need Planning

(Flexible Payments)
• Monument Sales
• Cremation Services
• Handicapped Accessible

228 S. Main St.
440-775-1451

www.cowlingfuneralhomeoh.com

Dine-In • Carry-Out • Delivery

See Our Full Menu at
lorenzospizza.com

52 S. Main St., Oberlin
440-775-0118

Serving Outstanding Flavor For Over 35 Years
Hardware
WATSON

26 S. Main St.

440-775-1731

Monday-Friday: 8-6
Saturday: 8-5
Sunday: 12-4

* Cut Glass

* Fix Screens & Storms

* Cut & Thread Pipe

* Hydraulic Assembly

AUTO * HOME *
LIFE * BUSINESS

Mavrich & Mavrich Insurance
5  S. Main St., Ste. 209

440-775-3743 (ERIE)
www.mavrichinsurance.com

Dennis & Ellen Mavrich
Your Local Insurance Professionals & Fellow Parishioners

In Loving Memory
Victor Breza

Sharon Garrah
Elsie McCormick
Richard Muzilla

440-355-4616
KEYSTONE POINTE - EXCELLENCE IN 

POST HOSPITAL AND REHABILITATION CARE
•SUPERIOR OUTCOMES

•HIGHLY RATED BY MEDICARE
•OUTPATIENT THERAPY SERVICES

383 Opportunity Dr., Lagrange, Ohio
www.keystone-pointe.net

Catering &
Pig Roasts

• Luncheons

• Special Events

• All Your Party Needs

Jack & Sue Kubicki
13201 Vermilion Rd.

Amherst
440-965-4666
fax: 440-965-4688

www.chubbysfamilybbq.com

WW WELCOME
NURSING HOME

Celebrating
70 Years of People 

Helping People

(440) 775-1491

welcomenursinghome.com

home - farm - auto - health - life - business

Scott Beriswill
35881 Grafton Eastern Rd.

Grafton, OH 44044
(440) 926-3312

Denise Breyley
173 Depot St.

Wellington, OH 44090
(440) 647-6010

www.beriswillins.com

OTTICA EYECARE
Unique Eyewear Personal Eyecare

440-775-2010
Most Medical & Vision Plans Accepted

Dr. Paul J. Alton, Optometrist

32 S. Main St., Oberlin
www.otticaeyecare.com

otticaeyecare@drpaulalton.com

Call us today:

440-775-3311
Heating

Air Conditioning
Plumbing

www.GoGeisel.com

You’ve Seen Our Trucks!

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/goOH

{

DINE-IN • CARRY-OUT • DELIVERY
52 S. Main St., Oberlin

440-775-0118
Order online at lorenzospizza.com

Easy 
Online Booking
Drive-up Units

Secrue 24 
Hour Access

Gated Facility

Campana
Vocal Studio

In-person – Amherst, OH
Or Online

Campana.Joyce@gmail.com
www.JoyceCampana.com

718-809-7707
Learn to Sing:

Professional Training – Life Enrichment

Campana 
Vocal Studio 

In-person -Amherst,OH 
 Or Online            

Campana.Joyce@gmail.com 
www.JoyceCampana.com  

718 809-7707 
Learn to Sing: 

 Professional Training ~ Life Enrichment 

866 Addison Road, 
Cleveland, OH 44103
Phone: 216-391-5700

Fax: 216-391-7825

Contractors, Inc
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General Contractor - Since 1989

Residential Remodeling
Interior/Exterior

Additions/Garages
We Design

Dave Fox, Owner
Parishioner since 1970

988-7292
Visit Our Studio at

133 Park Ave.

Veterans’ Discount

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

7333 S. Dewey Road Phone: 440-985-3180
Amherst, Ohio 44001 Fax: 440-985-5826

info@butchkoelectric.com
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2129PLUMBING HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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195 Cleveland Ave.

984-2468
Darrell & Denise McCarty

Parishioners

STUMP GUY
FREE ESTIMATES • TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL • FULLY INSURED

Supporting Our Local
Communities Since 2000

440-985-2676

THE

PLUMBING
HEATING
COOLING

Serving Lorain County for Over 50 Years
 AMHERST ELYRIA
 440-986-8507 440-323-6120

FIXZIT
MAN

Ross Staffeld
St. Joe’s Parishioner

New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales
Contact Ross directly at 440-724-2250

Janasko Insurance
Agency, Inc.

440-245-6268
562 Broadway, Lorain
janaskoinsurance.com

Fisher Electronics
419-668-5131   38 Cline St. Norwalk

www.FisherElectronics.net
Matt Reichert - Parishioner

Home Theater • Whole Home Audio
Custom Installations • Camera & Security
WiFi & Network • Outdoor Entertainment

10% OFF REPAIR SERVICE
440-244-5584 • www.raymondplumbing.com

HEMPEL
FUNERAL

HOME
988-4451

www.hempelfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of 
Nativity since 1963

Abraham
Enterprises Inc.

GC – Snow Plowing
Tile Drainage • Concrete Work
Land Clearing • Power Washing

Painting/Epoxy Floor

Joseph Abraham
(440) 315-1174

Open
7 days
a week

CHINESE RESTAURANT
2292 Kresge Dr. • Amherst

440-960-2299
Parishioner

GARLAND - MISENCIK
FUNERAL HOME

At Need - Pre Need Funeral &
Cremation Services

Parish Member 988-4124

Gary Dodson
Parishioner

Lifelong Amherst Resident

440-320-6464
GaryDodson@HowardHanna.com

Dan & Steph Hyster
507 W. Main St.

South Amherst, OH 44001
440-986-8028

Fax: 440-986-2063

Compliments of
Dr. & Mrs.

D.R. Sison, Jr.
& Family

Dovin and
Reber Jones

Funeral & Cremation
Center

Pamela Reber Jones
Bill Jones

Parishioners

1110 Cooper Foster Park Rd.

985-2100
www.dovinreberjones.com
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Jane & Ken Gremling
SELL YOUR HOME FOR LESS!

Ask Us About Our
Seller-Assist Programs!

440-315-6670
Parishioners

www.PlumTreeRealty.com

Independent Owned & Operated

 ELYRIA FORD BUICK GMC
 440-366-3673 440-366-6446

Nick Abraham & Mike Abraham – Parishioners
www.BuyAbraham.com

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS
Family & General Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd.
West Lorain 44053

440-233-4155 • navydds.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE,
CALL DEE PRINTING

614-777-8700
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we insure your car. 
because some people 
never learned to park.
simple human sense

TOP 1.5% OF REALTORS
IN THE USA

Life long active parishioner

Doug “DG” George
440-320-6700
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